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Capital Z of Texasisaclub dedicated to preserving and enjoying all kinds of
Datsun/Nissan cars and their predecessors. Although a mgjority of our members
drive Z's, there are also members with 510s, Maximas, 240 SXs, and even
Roadsters! We are asix years old club welcoming anyone from Austin and the
surrounding Central Texas area who shares the same love for their car(s) aswe
do. Our current membership count is over 150 and growing. Come meet new
people of all ages with acommon interest in the Datsun/Nissan heritage and
participate in our monthly socia events. Some of our events include tours, car
shows, technical sessions, and even weekly cruising to some of the more inter-
esting places in the Central Texas area.

Visit the Capital Z of Texas Car Club’s web site at www.capital zoftexas.com

Club Mailing Address: Capital Z of Texas, P.O. Box 80844, Austin, TX 78708-80844
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Rodel Bautista Bill Senkowsky
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editors Secretary
Tani McAlister John Konakci
512.892.1102
newZ|ettereditors@yahoo.com newZ|ettereditors@yahoo.com joeyclontz@hotmail.com
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by Rodel Bautista

ring is definitely in the air.

esides alergies, I'm noticing

lot more Z activity localy.
With the warmer weather, more and
more Z owners are out and about
with their Z cars. People are out driv-
ing on cruises or just getting together
to help each other out with mainte-
nance work.

I myself have been enjoying my
new 350Z Roadster every chance |
get. Even if the outside temperature
is cold, | find myself putting the top
down and cranking up the heater just
to experience open air driving. I’'ve
had cars with sunroofs and t-tops, but
it just isn’t the same experience. I've
also been working on the 232 as well
when | havetime.

Along with springtime, there are
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by Tani McAlister & John Konakci

el, as promised, the

newZletter is out, and

our regularly irregular
newsletter is now becoming a regu-
lar newsletter as it should be! John
and | are very excited and honored to
be putting it together. We hope you
are enjoying our efforts, and the
newZletter is meeting all of your ex-
pectations. So what’s new for this
Edition? We have a Letter to the
Editors section, New Driving Laws
section, a Nissan Z/Infiniti Automo-
tive News section, a weird news sto-
ries section, and Member's birth-
day's section. Please let us know
what you think!

more and more Z events to attend as
well. Several of us attended the Z-
Sports Car Show in March, and the Z
club of Houston hosted a bluebonnet
run in early April as well as a car
show at the end of April. We have
a so hosted some hill country drives.

Capital Z of Texas continues to
grow as I’ ve noticed more and more
people attending our monthly meet-
ings as wel as club sponsored
events. It’s nice to see the club con-
tinuing to grow. At the March club
meeting, several people were left
standing as there was not enough
chairsfor all tositin.

Just a reminder that the ZCCA
Convention is coming up in June. To
get the discounted registration pric-
ing, you must register before May 1,

| have to admit, as| work inan IT
department, sometimes it's difficult
to utilize my $50k diploma that |
sweated blood and tears over for
five arduous years to attain. So as
co-editor, this experience is a thrill
for me. Some college habits are hard
to break though. As you know, John
set a deadline of April 9" for news-
letter submissions so he'd have time
to put things together, and get the
newZletter out by the 15th. Here it
is, April 9"in the tenth hour, and I'm
drinking coffee and madly trying to
get all my articles polished up so |
can send them to John before the
midnight deadline so he can work his

2004. If you plan on attending, let us
know so we can keep a look out for
you at the convention. You can link
to the program schedule on page 13
of our newdletter.

It's nice to see so many enthusi-
asts get together with a common in-
terest. |1 look forward to enjoying
more activities with everyone as
summer approaches. Speaking of, we
have some more great events coming
up for al you Z enthusiast. Keep a
lookout on our web site in the Events
sections for all the latest happening
with the club. You'll also be receiv-
ing e-mail about upcoming events.

K eeping the shiny side up!

publishing Mojo. I'm just a procras-
tinator at heart | guess. There's d-
ways hope for June's newZletter
John!

This past week, | have had the joy
of driving the Twin Turbo back and
forth to work instead of my 240SX
to save wear and tear on the 300
since Rob is working for Alcoa in
Rockdale. Lucky Me! (Poor Rab!)
Since | am usually the passenger in
the TT, being the driver has been a
blast. The exhilaration of being able
to go from O to 60 in a matter of very
few seconds, is quite an intoxicating
experience! Sooner or later, I'm go-
ing to have to give up this intoxicat-
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Date Event Details
17 Best of Hill Country Cruise  See page 9 for details
18 Spokes Auto Cross #3 Location TBA
24 Sterling McCall Z Extrava- Z Club of Houston Car Show
ganza 2
25 TAMSCC Auto-X
25 SASCA Auto Cross @ The Registration 8:30-10:00 am; drivers meeting 10:30 am; first car out at 11 am
Alamodome
26 CZOT Monthly M eeting Tres Amigos Restaurant and Cantina near the inter section of Hwys 290 and
183. Map of meeting location and other details are available on page 8.
May 1 Picnic @ the lake? Fundraiser Date TBD
14 Import Racing Seriesat San  Gates open @ 6 pm; heads up @ 9 pm
Antonio Raceway
16 SASCA Auto Cross @ The Registration 8:30-10:00 am; drivers meeting 10:30 am; first car out at 11 am
Alamodome
22 Spokes Novice School Tech Ridge
23 Spokes Auto Cross #4 Tech Ridge
31 CZOT Monthly M eeting Tres Amigos Restaurant and Cantina near the inter section of Hwys 290 and
183. Map of meeting location and other details are available on page 8.
June 6 SASCA Auto Cross @ The Registration 8:30-10:00 am; drivers meeting 10:30 am; first car out at 11 am
Alamodome
11 Import Racing Seriesat San ~ Gates open @ 6 pm; headsup @ 9 pm
Antonio Raceway
14 ZCCA 2004 Int’l Z Car Con- Long Beach, CA
vention thru June 19
24 Spokes Auto Cross #5 Location TBA
28 CZOT Monthly M eeting Tres Amigos Restaurant and Cantina near the inter section of Hwys 290 and
183. Map of meeting location and other details are available on page 8.
To suggest events for the club, email club President Rodel Bautista at rbauti sta@activepower.com.
Obvious Fine Print: The events listed above are subject to change. Check the web site and newZletter often for up-
dates. Better yet, become a member and subscribe to the CZOT email list to get the latest updates and information!
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ing habit; and, resume driving my
Ultra Red Slowmagik 240SX with its

KA24DE (now known as my Red

Headed Step Child)! How the
mighty will have fallen when this all
too inevitable time will come. So,

the next issue will bring an article
I’m currently working on: The Red
Headed Step Child. Call it, Editor's
privilege | guess; but, I'm going to
tell you all about my 240SX. I'm
sure al of you will be on pins and

needles over the coming weeks in
anticipation. So, I'll work diligently
on getting it to John well before the
next deadline!




If you would like to share with us your thoughts, concerns, or feedback,
please send your email to newZlettereditors@yahoo.com or mail them to
Capital Z of Texas. P.O. Box 80844, Austin, Texas, 78708-80844. We
reserve the right to edit your letters for length, accuracy, and clarity.

We'd like to have a*“ Letters to the Editors” section where members write in telling us
what they like and dislike. We'd like to hear your opinions and thoughts. Please share
them with us as Mr. Snobbes has done below:

Dear John,

| would just like to say, | think it’s swell someone isworking on putting a newsletter
together. 1I'd like to see more technical pieces, and lessfluff. I’'m afraid unless you can
“mod” up the NewZletter, | might have to leave you for amore fulfilling read, like
Really FAST Honda.

Sincerely,
Bob Snobbes

Austin, Texas

For therecord: Isn't Really FAST Honda an oxymoron anyway? —Ed.
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ith your membership to Capital Z of Texas,

you can take advantage of some redly in-

credible discounts. We are sponsored by all
of the surrounding area Nissan deders and receive dis-
counts as much as 20% off the cost of Genuine Nissan
Parts as well as 20% off of labor and installation charges.
With these discounts, a membership can pay for itself ina
single visit or parts purchase! Dealership sponsorsinclude
Round Rock Nissan, Town North Nissan, South Point
Nissan and San Marcos Nissan. We are also sponsored by
some other great performance shops and parts vendors in
the Central Texas area. Discounts range from 10% off of
parts and 10% off of labor to 20% off of both. See our
web site for more details about our Sponsors.

Richard Figueras
Paula Griffin

Chris & Timothy
Decker

Patrick Earnest
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1993 240SX SE

1982 280 ZX

‘71,'72, and ‘73 240Zs
1975 280Z 2+2, 1977 2802

1990 300ZX TT

-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-

Single Membership: $25/year
Family Membership: $35/year

Joining is Easy!

If you are reading the newsletter on your computer and
are connected to theinternet, smply click on:

www.capital zoftexas.com/forms/czot_registration.pdf
to download our membership application form, then fill it
out and mail it to us. The membership application form
can aso be accessed from our club web site
(www.capital zoftexas.com) under the “Club Info” link.
Please contact any of the club officers if you have any
guestions regarding joining our club.

Whether you decide to join us or not, we would love to
meet you at our next monthly club meeting (see an-
nouncement below) or next club event (see Calendar of
Events section).
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OFFICIAL
NOTICE OF EXPIRATION
It hascometo our attention that,

unless emer gency measures aretaken,
these members are set to EXPIRE!

Please don’t leave us.
Wewant you to stay!

Member Name

Date

John A. Gunter

April 26, 2004

Mark Hougland

April 27

Juan Carreon

April 28

Alray (Ray) Sumpter, Jr.

April 28

Danny Aga

April 28

Duncan Curtis

April 29

Adam Earley

April 29

Jm Gulley

May 17

Rob Curtis

May 18

Ron Kilman

May 18

Chase Mullins

May 18

lan Edgerly

June 2

Austin Payne

June 2

Mac Alexander

June 4

Brooks Yielding

June 4

Kevin Bledsoe

June 4

Al Kitamorn

June 24

Dave Everett

June 26

Vickie Smith

June 30

Marcus Fifield

June 30

Browne Goodwin

Ron Novak
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by John Konakci

€'ll be getting together on Saturday, April 17th on the top floor of the parking garage of Shepherd Moun-

tain Plaza at 6034 W. Courtyard Drive, Austin, Texas 78730 (the first road north of the bridge on Hwy

360). At 6034 W. Courtyard Drive, turn right onto the driveway that leads to the Plaza, continuing past it
until you reach the parking lot.

The plan is to meet at 9:00 am and head out promptly at 9:30 am. Details and maps of the actud route will be
passed out at the meeting spot. The drive will take us through west and northwest hill country and will be approxi-
mately 180 miles (including two quick pit stops to stretch our legs and take a group photo). Final destination will be
Margarita's Restaurant by Seward Junction for alate lunch.

Please make sure you have afull tank of gas, and are ready to head out a 9:30 am. Bring an FRS radio if you have
one as we will use those to communicate during the drive. Due to the unfamiliarity of some of the roads, it is sug-
gested that you bring a co-pilot to help navigate.

(If you are on the club’s email digtribution list, you were emailed a map showing the meeting point.)
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May 1- 2, Road Atlanta

ou are cordialy invited to

join us for another fun

weekend. AMAZE was
founded as away for the members of
al Z clubs to join together for a
weekend of laid-back socidizing.
After two years of gathering in Chat-
tanooga, TN., an exciting opportu-
nity has surfaced that beckons us to
move this year's event to the rolling
hills of North Georgia.

Historic Sportscar Racing (HSR)
will hold the annua Water Mitty
Challenge races April 30-May 2,
2004 at Road Atlanta. As an addi-
tion, HSR will hold their first Auto
Festival in the infield during the
weekend. Sports car clubs represent-
ing every marque have been invited
to attend. The Auto Festival’s nu-
merous sponsors have put together
two full days of events and prizes
including parade laps for all club
cars in attendance as well as hot Iaps
in Panoz race cars for one lucky

member of each marque club.

The article below for HSR gives
the latest details of the event. The
Georgia Z Club is planning on hav-
ing a tent for weather protection,
cookouts, and a party Saturday night.
When not enjoying the infield
events, watch sports cars from the
last 50 years race the challenging
Road Atlanta circuit. There will be
plenty of Z's for you to cheer for.
HSR will provide shuttles between
the infield and the pit area, so you
can get up close and persona with
your favorite cars.

Arrangements have been made
with Hampton Inn at The Mall of
Georgia to be our base hotel. There
is a special room rate of $75.00 per
night for April 30" -May 2™ under
the group name “Z-car club event”.
Mall of Georgia is one of the largest
mallsin the state. If you can't find it
there, it isn't in the state. The hotel is
about 15 minutes from Road Atlanta.

The Walter Mitty is a major event so
rooms will go quickly. Don't wait
until the last minute to make your
reservations. Please call the hotel
directly at 1-678-546-1200.

HSR has only three rules for usto
follow:

1- We must let them know 10 daysin
advance how many cars we have
coming. They will rope off and re-
serve our space based on how many
cars we expect.

2- Y ou must drive your Z and show a
club membership card to get into
infield area.

3- You must show your club mem-
bership card to get the $10 discount
on admission.

Make your plans to join us. More
details will follow, as we get closer
to the event. If you have questions
please contact Henry Costanzo at:
hcostanzo@aps240.com
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April 30—May 2, 2004

e sure not to miss the Clas-
sic Motorsports  Walter
Mitty Challenge, presented
by Moss Motors, this April 30 —May
2, 2004 at Road Atlanta. In its 27th
year, the Mitty is a springtime tradi-
tion in Atlanta. With over three hun-

dred classic race cars entered, the
Walter Mitty Challenge is the great-
est vintage and historic race event on
the east coast and one of the largest
in America.

Featuring everything from 220
mph GTP cars, to Datsun Z's, Cor-

vettes, Cobras, Ferraris, Porsches,
MGs, Austin Healeys, Historic Stock
Cars, Formula 1 and Indy cars, rac-
ing on Road Atlanta's challenging
2.5 mile race circuit, the Mitty week-
end offers a virtual hurricane of mo-
tor sports activities. Whatever your
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favorite car from the past, you are
likely to see one or more of them
racing in tight, close-fought action in
one of the 18 or so races during the
Mitty weekend. The exciting on-
track action is virtualy non-stop.
Located approximately 40 minutes
up 1-85 northeast of the city, Road
Atlantais a beautiful facility offering
something for al the family.

What has everyone excited this
year is that this will be the first year
of a great new attraction in the in-
field - THE AUTO FESTIVAL at
the MITTY. Classic Motorsports,
Moss Mators, and Kumho also spon-
sor the AUTO FESTIVAL. Running
Saturday and Sunday, the AUTO
FESTIVAL isan al-new feature that
will celebrate the auto in al its many
forms and will unquestionably be a
huge hit with both race enthusiasts
and car lovers. There will aways be
something going on. The AUTO
FESTIVAL will feature, among
other things, the following:

1. Auto Club Corrals for each club
where members can park and gather.
2. Parade Laps free for each club
with ten or more cars driving around
Road Atlanta's chalenging profes-
sional road course.

3. Kumho Tires Mini Cooper
Drive try your skill in a new Mini
Cooper on Kumho tires on the auto-
cross course in the Road Atlanta in-
field. Free to subscribers to Classic
M otorsports.

4. Concours for each auto club with
the winner from each club on Satur-
day being eligible for Best of Show
judging on Sunday. The Best of

) +
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Show winner will receive the cov-
eted Classic Motorsports trophy and
take a lap of honor around the cir-
cuit.

5. Vendors Row a line up of auto
and automotive parts and accesso-
ries. All your favorite suppliers.

6. Parts Swap Meet opento all.

7. Seminar s on everything from res-
toration tips (e.g. welding in new
floor pans) to how to set up your vin-
tage/classic car for historic racing.

8. Hot Laps two lap rides in rea
Panoz race cars at full-tilt speed with
professional Panoz Driver's School
instructors around Road Atlanta -
one ticket each to be awarded by
each club with 15 or more cars pre-
sent.

9. Classic Motorsports and Grass
roots Motorsports Project Car Dis-
play magazine project cars described
in recent issues of these magazines
will be on display.

10. Touring open to al. Mid-day
laps at limited speed (65 mph)
around Road Atlanta.

11. Big Rally/Cruise-in/Drive-in
by auto clubs from Atlanta, Chatta
nooga, Macon, Birmingham, and
other cities. An award will be made
to the clubs with (i) the greatest
number of cars and (ii) the highest
point total determined by the dis-
tance driven x the number of car
clubs) from that club present at the
event.

12. Concession stands, Shuttle bus,
and Children’s Playground Areas.
The infiedd a the Mitty is fully
equipped for the weekend with all
amenities required. A shuttle bus
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constantly roves the infield and plies
back and forth to the race paddock.
All spectators are permitted into the
race paddock for close- up viewing
of the classic race cars.

13. Classic/vintage Cars for Sale
Corral If you have a classic sports
car or street machine that you want
to sell, come display your car in the
specia Classic/vintage Cars for Sale
Corral.

Have your club rdly, cruisein or
drive as a group to Road Atlanta for
the Mitty next April 30 for what
should be one of the truly out-
standing events of 2004. Each club
member of participating clubs will
receive a discount off the regular
ticket purchase price. HSR, Classic
Motorsports and Moss Motors are
going al out to make this a great
event next year. Whether you love
race spectating, car shows, auto-
crossing, concours, swap meets, pic-
nicking with the family or just peo-
ple watching, you will find it at the
Mitty and the Auto Festival. In short,
the Mitty and Auto Festival will be
one of the can’t miss happenings of
2004 and you and your club should
be part of the scene at this great clas-
sic event.
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Get ready for the CBR RGV Area Double DE/TT

- 2 events one weekend

- 2 different track layouts

- 2 different timing sessions worth twice the points and
twice the seat time

May 22nd & 23rd Cameron County airport in Bay-
view, Texas. Registration and tech opens Saturday at
9:30 am, drivers meetingisat 10:00 am.

We will be running the 1.6 mile track on Saturday and
the 2.1 mile track on Sunday. Trophies will be awarded
in each class.

Entry fee for Saturday is $100 and al weekend is
$120. All entries must be in by May 14th. Entries re-
ceived after the 14th will be assessed a $20 late fee.

Specia SASCA and Z Club discounted fee is $60 for
2 days. This discounted entry fee is only valid for early
registration, and entry forms must be in by May 14th.

, 66 ? 6#

Print out and mail in your form:
www.coastal bendpca.org/tech/tech.html

Rene Moalina
2306 Park Place Dr.
Edinburg, TX 78539
956-789-5469

Host hotel is the South Padre Island Howard Johnson
for $69.99 per night. There will aso be a group dinner
Saturday night at SPI Brewery.

(This event will be held at the Cameron County Airport
just outside of Laguna Vista, Texas. They use the old
runways. If you guys have been to any of the PCA
events or TWS, then you'll know that thisis a REALLY
good deal.)
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June 4 - 6, 2004
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ark your calendars to attend Austin Grand

Prix 2004 — the first Superkartsl USA

(SKUSA) Regiona Race ever held in Aus-
tin, Texas. Conducted by the SKUSA “A” Team using
the SKUSA Tecpro barrier system, this race will be free
to the viewing public and heavily promoted in the local
and regional media. Thousands are expected to attend.

June 4, 5 and 6, 2004, about 100 superkart race teams
will gather at Highland Mall to compete in one of the
fastest motorsports in the world. The race is a harbin-
ger of the opening of Austin’sfirst superkart club and
track, Iron Rock Raceway, in 2005.

What are superkarts? Also known as “shifter karts,”
superkarts are not traditional go-carts. They are the ulti-
mate in fast and furious entertainment. With six speeds
and approximately 40 horsepower, 125cc shifter karts are
capable of truly astounding acceleration and speeds of
more than 100 mph. The highly developed chassis and
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tires alow lateral forces approaching three Gs. This of-
fers a driving experience that rivals that of many exatic
and expensive racecars at a fraction of the cost. The de-
velopment of 80cc shifter classes has further fueled the
sport's growth, providing classes both for novices and
pros.

Austin Grand Prix is sponsored by Iron Rock Race-
way, Roger Beasley Porsche, Highland Mall, Speedliab
and SKUSA. SKUSA Red River region is organizing the
race.

For the Austin Grand Prix race schedule and format,
visit www.kartweb.com. For information on entry fees,
contact Rodney Berryhill (SKUSA Red River) at Cham-
pion Kart Shop (405-579-5278) or Rich Phillips at Iron
Rock Raceway (512-617-6408 or 512-657-8911). If you
are interested in receiving more information on Iron
Rock Raceway, please contact
rich@ironrockraceway.com.
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by Rodel Bautista

ZCCA convention 2004

southern california JUNE 14 thru 19, 2004

The 2004 ZCCA National Convention will be at Long Beach, CA at Nissan USA Headquarters between June 14 and
June 19, 2004. The convention hotel isthe Long Beach Hilton. Click on www.gr oupz.com/zcca2004/ for more infor-

mation and registration.
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April 1, 2004

aleo today announced that its Lane Departure

Warning System employing Iteris technol ogy

will make its market debut in North America
on Nissan's Infiniti range. The innovative system is
scheduled for introduction on the 2005 model FX and
2006 M45 following their unveiling at the New York
Auto show in April 2004.

The Lane Departure Warning System developed for
Nissan consists of a miniature video sensor that uses pro-
prietary software algorithms to continuously monitor the
lane markings in front of the car. During unintentional
lane departures - detected when the driver fails to use the
direction indicators - the driver is aerted and then may
take corrective action.

"We have successfully developed this Lane Departure
Warning System for Nissan who will be the first car
maker to install this key driver assistance system on a
passenger car in volume production,” said Thierry
Morin, Chairman & Chief Executive Officer.

"Nissan strives to provide our customers with avail-
ability of the most advanced technology to help them
operate their vehicles more effectively,” said Yasuhiro
Shiraishi, Senior Manager, ITS, Chassis Control Systems
for Nissan.

"Their expertise in the advanced development of vi-
sion systems and sensors led to our decision to work with
Vaeo."

The most common causes of unintentional lane depar-
tures are poor driver concentration and inattention. Re-
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cent statistics reported that inattention may be a factor in
more than 30 per cent of accidents in the United States.
The system is expected to contribute to increased driver
awareness of the importance of concentration and lane
discipline when driving.

Additionally, by providing drivers with a warning of a
lane departure, the system may also help to encourage
the correct use of direction indicators.

Non-use of the indicators is becoming a concern in
some countries where as many as one in ten drivers do
not use the indicator system before changing lanes.

Following a two-year development with lIteris, this
vision technology is now an integral part of Valeo's Driv-
ing Assistance Domain that already deploys lighting and
wiping as well as ultrasonic, infrared and radar sensing
technologies toward the goa of achieving a complete
360 degree surveillance of a vehicle's immediate envi-
ronment. The successful launch of the lane departure
warning system represents Valeo's first vison system
with many more applications for front and rear envisaged
for the future.

Vaeo is an independent industria group fully focused
on the design, production and sale of components, inte-
grated systems and modules for cars and trucks. Vaeo
ranks among the world's top automotive suppliers. The
Group has 129 plants, 65 R&D centres, nine distribution
centres and employs 68,200 people in 26 countries
worldwide.
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by Mike Willemsen

Z32 in person. There was a

yellow one on display at alo-
cal HEB, of dl places. The car redly
drew my attention, but was WAY
out of my ballpark. | was just a poor
student (and confused domestic hot
rod owner). | a'so remember seeing a
charcoal TT on aregular basis driven
by some lucky fellow student near
campus, and, man, | wanted one.
But, it was not to be until many years
later. In the spring of 1995, | redly
started to get serious about a replace-
ment for the '90 Mustang coupe |
was driving. | was redly focused on
getting a Twin Turbo Z. Now, the
problem was finding one. After look-
ing high and low for one that met my
needs, | finaly located a nice, clean

I remember when | first saw a
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Z one day when visiting San Antonio
with my wife. We stopped by what
was then Universal Nissan, as | no-
ticed they had several Z'sin the used
car lot. After checking out the lineup,
one clearly stood out. The price was
good, and while it was not my first
color choice (black), the red fit the
car. So on Memoria Day, | got my
Aztec Red 1991 300ZXTT, which
was bone stock, just over 38k miles,
fully optioned, with al the original
paperwork, that had just been traded
in by aloca Air Force pilot. | wason
top of the world!

Little did I know this was the be-
ginning of total Z obsession. While |
was content for a while with the
power, | was at the same time bury-
ing myself in technology, which of

course included a little surfing. Of
course, my primary search topic:
300ZX info. | saw tt.com turn into
what is now a much-evolved tt.net,
as | learned from the sharing of
knowledge these kinds of resources
provided. In addition, | have afriend
from the old days whose dad is a car
dealer, and trades in cool, high-line,
and quasi-exotic cars. He ended up
with a’90 TT that he kept for quite
some time, that he did primitive
stage |11 mods on (there wasn’'t much
available in the 93-94 era). Conse-
quently, the mod bug was aways
present and getting stronger.

| had bought the IWT POP right
out of the gate when | did the turbo
timer. Then | bought a few parts
from some guys through tt.net —



BOVs, springs, Borla exhaust and a
couple other miscellaneous parts. |
was basically Stage |1+ and pretty
happy. | started to get involved in the
local Z club in their second year, and
started to get out to even more Z-
related events. At the same time, the
whole import performance market
was just growing like wildfire, and |
was heading up to regional import
drag racing events, and also hanging
out at local cruises and such. So, it
was time to step up. | had been talk-
ing with Kyle Puckett and Mark Gust
at SGP in Houston about taking my
car to, oh, Stage V and doing a 60K
maintenance. So, | take the car down
and we do 1I/Cs, 555s, install an Ex-
trude-honed upper | provided, port
match with the lower, do
ported/polished T/Bs, 60K, AVC-R,
CM stage 3.5 clutch and JUN fly-
whedl, and a few detalls here and
there. While the car is apart, it comes
up in conversation that Kyle has a
Greddy TDO5H/16G kit available at
agood price. | know thisis the turbo
setup | would want based on what is
available. | discussit with Kyle. We
do the deal. So, now | have a TD05
car. What a different world! External
wastegates, much different spoolup

vs stock. It is mildly setup, as | still
need to get an AFC and | still have a
single POP. | dyno, and | went from
292 RWHP at stage I1, to 426 RWHP
at 14 psi with the TDO5s.

Soon | am back to change the
Borla 2.25” out for the B&B 3", and
add the SAFC, along with doing a
dua MAF/dual intake setup. The
B&B is beautiful and loud — fits the
car. It is amazing how quiet the car
was with the Borla The car aso
idles great and drives fine with the
dua MAF/dual intake setup. | go
back to the dyno, and tune the A/F
to pick up 15 HP at the same boost
level. The car feels much stronger on
the street. After some time with this
setup, | eventually spin arod bearing
at the track as aresult of the ever-so-
deadly detonation. Off we go to SGP
for the built motor. Eagle rods, JE
pistons, JWT 400 cams & springs,
SGP street heads. We have to source
anew block and crank as the original
main journals were damaged. Get it
all together and run it on the dyno at
Xcessive Performance in Houston on
anice, hot day. After good five or so
hours of dyno runs (over 18 runs),
we get it tuned in and get
533rwhp/481rwtq at 17ps SAE on

pump gas, and 566rwhp/545rwtq
SAE at 21psi on a mix of pump and
C16. This is with stock 15 degrees
base timing, nice, heat-soaked inter-
coolers that were so hot, you could
not hold your hand on them.

It is amazing how drivable the car
is considering the amount of power it
has. | am happy with the numbers,
but even more happy with the way
the car drives and feels. | get some
time wunder the built mo-
tor/TD05/16G setup. At ZCon 2002,
where track temps were well into the
130’s, and running with almost a full
tank of pump gas, | managed to eke
out 12.8/118's with consistent but
boggy 2.4 60fts on my fully-inflated
street tires.

But, now the Z is back, fortified
again with a fresh set of bearings,
and a few other tricks up the sleeve
as well. I'm on my 5th year with the
bigger turbos and have learned where
the car wants to be. The trick is to
run no more than 16-17 psi on pump
gas, especially when it is hot/really
humid outside. Since this boost level
delivered 533rwhp/491rwtq in the
past and will likely deliver at least
550rwhp/500rwtq now, this is more
than enough for the street in most




cases. The race fuel numbers should be really
strong. The TDO05/18G has made 650rwhp in
this application aready. The car is running bet-
ter than ever, and after a year of running around,
will be getting tuned in soon.

- TDO5H/18G turbos

- Greddy tubular exhaust manifolds, SGP reinforced

- SGP/Greddy downpipes

- SGP 3" Test Pipes

- B&B 3" Stainless Polished Exhaust with 4.5 dual
oval tips

- Stock compression 87.5MM JE forged pistons

- Eagle forged H-beam rods with ARP bolts

- SGP ported/polished heads

- JWT 400 Cams

- JWT valve springs

- JUN adjustable cam gears

- Extrude-honed, polished upper plenum

- SGP port-matched upper/lower plenum

- SGP ported/polished throttle bodies

- RC Engineering 720cc injectors

- Greddy intercoolers

- JWT dual POP/polished Turbonetics piping

- Dual massair flow sensors

- A'pexi SAFC (2nd gen)

- A'pexi Multichecker

- A'pexi AV C-R boost contoller (2nd gen)

- Techtom MDM-100

- JWT ECU (Fed/Man/720/No AlIV/Dual POP)

- Clutchmasters pressure plate

- ACT 6-puck clutch

- JUN cromoly flywheel

- Stillen billet short-throw shifter

- Polished HKS SSBOV's

- Polished water pump pipes, CAS etc.

- SPL Parts billet Z logo battery hold down

- Chromed cam gears, turbo piping etc.

- Chrome PS reservoir, brake/clutch master cylinder

lids, misc brackets, hood prop

- Nismo radiator cap

- Koyo aluminum radiator

- Avalon carbon fiber fan shroud cover

- Powertrix carbon fiber air guide

- Powertrix carbon fiber throttle cover

- Greddy catch can

- Stillen oil cooler

- Powdercoated valve covers and crossover tube
- Red silicon vacuum hose and turbo piping connectors
- Red Baker Precision silicon radiator hoses

- Stillen red silicon inner I/C hoses

- T-bar clamps on all boost piping

- Aeroquip -6 sted braided fuel lines/fittings

- Aeroquip fuel pressure regulator

- Earl'shi-flo fuel filter

- Liquid filled fuel pressure gauge

- A'pexi 60mm EL peak-hold white face EGTs

- A'pexi 60mm EL white face boost gauge

- Greddy turbo timer (1st gen)

- Kenne Bdl Boost-a-pump (40A)

- Lotek 3-gauge A-pillar gauge holder w/3 60mm

gauges




- Ground Control 2-piece Adjustable Springs

- Bridgestone S03s on SSR Integral 18x8 ( F),
18x9s(R)

- Hawk HPS brake pads

- A’pexi GT-spec 12.75" 2-piece rotors

- SPL caliper relocation brackets

- SGP braided brake lines

- Chuck Stern adjustable tension rods

+ +

- Stillen ducted nose panel w/red Japanese Z
emblem

- Rays lightweight aluminum lug nuts (red
anodized)

- Z-logo valve stem caps

- PIAA fog light bulbs (85w)

- Katzkin leather trim kit (charcoal)

- Halotron fire extinguisher

- Nissan J-spec taillights/center panel

- Nissan J-spec clear corners

- Nissan J-spec shift knob

- Stillen billet short-throw shifter

- Kenwood motorized-face head unit

- Kenwood CD Changer

- Phoenix Gold MPS-2500 and ZX450 amps
- Soundstream/Alesis signal processing

- Sony XS H-05 tweeters

- JL Audio 12W-D4 subs

- Stock Bose speakers w/amps bypassed

- Red Top Optima Battery

- Autosound 2000 800K Mf cap

- PG/Streetwires cabling/connectors
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by Tani McAlister

azda hosted its second annual Rev It Up Per-

formance Driving School this year. Rob and

| signed up for the event hosted at Gulf
Greyhound Park in Houston on March 27", along with a
few friends. For just $40 each, we had a “day at the
track” with someone ese's car and gas! So what did our
$80 get us, besides an uncomfortable ride to sticky Hous-
ton in the backseat of a highly modified Mustang GT you
ask? (Well, that's another story entirely! Mustangs are
so unrefined when compared to the Mighty Z in thisgirl’s
opinion!)

A day of fun | must admit, albeit in a Mazda. Before
being able to participate in the three driving clinics and
timed competition, “Chak Time” was mandatory. Chalk
Time consisted of a basic do's and don’ts session for
those not heavily endowed with common sense, which
could have been summed up in one phrase, “Don’'t be an

Ass while you're here.” Sadly, there were those who did
demonstrate their lack of common sense when test driving
a 6 by dropping the car into neutral, revving the engine,
and then damming it in drive. The result was not pretty,
as the Mazda “pit crew” had a fun time replacing a brand
new 6s’ transmission.

For the clinics and competition, Mazda chose their
new 3s equipped with their “sport shift” automatic trans-
mission that allows you to shift into 2", 3 and 4™ gears
while in drive. The competition 3s was (were?) aso
equipped with Mazdaspeed's dightly more free flowing
exhaust, 17 inch aloy wheels wrapped in performance
Falkens, and Mazdaspeed’ s sport tuned suspension which
also lowered the car.

Competing classes consisted of Pro, Novice, Fun, and
Club. There were 857 competitors. The winner of the
Houston Rev it Up Challenge was Karter Bollmann. He



competed in the PRO class, and had a total of 759.816
points. Mazda calculated points by how quickly you
completed the course, and deducted points for hitting any
of the cones during your run. Out of the two competition
runs, only the best score was used to calculate your points
and rank. So what was kind of rank did Rob and | get?
Keep reading to find out!

| was actually hoping my driving clinics might consist
of an instructor in the car. | suppose forty dollars is just
not enough investment, as each clinic showed a video of
how to navigate the cones. The “instruction” came from
professional Mazda drivers who've previously competed
in various races. | competed
in the Novice class, so their
instruction was pretty helpful;
however, for those of you
more experienced with racing
or auto-crossing your Z, it
probably wouldn’'t be any-
thing you’ ve not aready heard
or know. Mazda only allowed
you to participate in a tota of
eight skills clinics of your
choice.

The first clinic | attended
was to demonstrate how to
handle the car in turns, and demonstrate the relationship
between the tires, steering, and road handling, and finally
proper seating position to interpret all that the car is trans-
lating back to you. Per Mazda' sinstruction:

Proper seating position is the key to accessing
and operating the vital controlsin your vehicle. To
find the ideal driver seat position you need to be
close enough to the steering whed so that your
arms are dlightly bent while holding the whee in
theten and two o’ clock positions. This givesyou the
proper leverage against the steering wheel. Sitting
with your arms extended will require you to use a
hand-over-hand motion when making sharp turns.

When racing, having both hands on the whedl at
all timesisimportant for car control. The only time
that you should remove either hand from the steer-
ing wheel is during gear changes. Once a shift is

completed, immediately return your hand to the
steering wheel. Adjusting the rake of the seat will
alter your seating position in regardsto the steering
whedl and the shifter. Adjusting the seat forward
and backwards will help with pedal position. If you
happen to bein a car that has limited adjustments,
do your best to find a good compromise. Make sure
that your feet have enough room to move around
freely and that your knees don’t hit the bottom of
the steering column.”

The second clinic consisted of a slalom course to teach
you cornering. This course
was loads of fun. The pro-
fessional’s time was about
12 seconds. Since this was
my first attempt at a mini
auto cross, if you will, my
time was double that my
first try! | was able to beat
each time by 2 seconds
though, for a best of 20
seconds. Not to bad for a
girl! Per Mazda's instruc-
tion:

Since the available traction to do these tasks is
shared, a vehicle can either brake 100%, or it can
turn 100%. If a vehicle is braking at 100% of its
capability, any steering input will likely cause a loss
of control. If a vehicle is braking at 50% of its ca-
pability, up to 50% of the steering input can be
used. Of course these figures aren’t exact, but they
provide a basic idea about the relationship between
turning and stopping. Before entering a turn do
the majority of braking while still traveling in a
straight line. Begin to ease off the brakes as initial
steering input is added. By the time that the corner
is entered, most of the braking should be com-
pleted.”

The third skills clinic was to teach you about the cor-
rect “drive line” of the car in relation to the course.
Mazda actually had a 3S series five door for the driver on



this course. | liked the 5 door hatch better than the four
door 3S because it felt a little lower to the ground, and

translated more road fee
than the 3s four door. Per
Mazda' sinstruction:

Choosing the
proper line through a
corner is the key to
maintaining momen-
tum. Reaching the
apex of acorner early
will cause the need
for more steering in-
put after the apex,
but just before exit-
ing the corner. This
will result in a loss of
momentum, and in
severe conditions
could cause you to
veer off course. The
idea when cornering
isto try to straighten
out the road as much
as possible. Negotiate
the corner in a
smooth arc using the
entire available track.

After four of my eight
clinics were used, it was
time for my first competi-
tion run. | have to admit,
| was a little nervous.
Why? Waell to give you a
little background on how
“aggressive’ | am at driv-
ing, | was once told |
needed to “speed up’ at
Malibu Grand Prix! “OH

MY!” And here | am, slow grandma Tani, about to do a
timed competition run in front of a lot of people. The

pressure! The pressurel

Before the competition run began, we got to sit down
with another instructor for about 30 minutes. Again, we

had a real former race car
driver to tell us how best to get
through the course in the short-
est amount of time possible.
He was very knowledgeable,
and had much more to say than
any of the previous instructors.
The course was drawn out on
eraser board, and he took us
through each section with do's
and don'ts. He concluded
with, “The more you know, the
faster you go!”

Before | tell you what my
time was, | suppose | should
mention that the best competi-
tors were completing the
course in a range of 22 to 25
seconds. So after four skills
clinics, my first competition
run was an earth shattering 44
seconds! And the crowd went
wild!

Ouch! Clearly * wink * *
wink * | needed some more
instruction!

So, | headed back to the
slalom clinic for three more
runs, and then to the drive line
clinic for one last run. | was
able to get my dalom time
down from 24 seconds to 20
seconds by the end of the day,
so | looked forward to improv-
ing my last competition run
time. At thedrivelineclinic, |
improved from 23 seconds to
18 seconds. So by this time, |
was really hopeful my last

competition run would turn in a better time.
At last, the moment of truth: the tension, the anticipa-
tion! How will 1 do? Will | be able to launch my car at



the suggested 1500-2000 rpms? Will | navigate through
the cones quicker?

YES! Thistime, | completed the coursein 40.496 sec-
onds. While | was no where near a fast time, | was
pleased | was able to shave off 4 seconds from the first
time.

So at the end of the day,

after all my driver training
skills classes and two com-
petition runs, | accumulated
a mere 207.289 points for a
rank of 849 out of 857.
We'll have to see how much
I can improve my Grandma
driving skills next year!
Rob did much better with a
total of 475.110 points, and
arank of 298 out of the 857
competitors!

Finally, the real question
at the end of the day: How
did the Mazda cars feel? On
awhole | was not really that
impressed with the way the
cars handled, even with the
Mazdaspeed upgrades. The
cars felt awkward in that |
felt like | was ditting too
high off the ground. The
cars cornered okay, but not
as good as | expected with
the upgraded suspension
parts. The worst thing about the cars was that they felt
like they lacked torque. Although the specsfor the 3S are
not anemic per se at 160 hp at 6500 rpm and 150 torque at
4500 rpm, it never felt like the car harnessed the power
because you had to take the car to its redline to see any of
it; and, none of the courses set up alowed for a lot of
flooring the accelerator before you had to break again.

Mazda had a lineup of their new cars for you to test
drive with no sales person present at the event. | test
drove a fully loaded RX8, 3s four door (the competition
car) and 5 door hatch, and afully loaded 6s. | really liked
the 3s 5 door hatch. The interior was pretty decent, and

the hatch felt like it handled better than the four door. All
of the cars were extremely quiet. Sometimes it was hard
to tell if the engine was even running, and that’s NOT the
kind of engine noise you expect from a “performance”
car! Needless to say, lots of people tried to start them
when they were aready running, myself included!

The RX8 was disappoint-
ing. | was kind of excited
about driving it, and was un-
pleasantly surprised. The
leather felt like rubber! The
gages were well placed, but
a the same time, hard to
read. | think it was the com-
bination of black on the gage
cluster and the orange light-
ing. The interesting thing
about the RX8 | test drove is
that the front rotors were ei-
ther 11.93 ventilated rotors
(standard) or the 12.72 inch
upgrade, it was hard to tell.
However, it fdt like the cali-
per was inadequate for the
weight of the car 3,053 —
3,854, depending on various
options. The braking system
felt mushy, and acceleration
wasn't what | expected either
from a car with 210 horse-
power. The backseat func-
tionality is the best feature of

the RX8 in my opinion. It looked rather roomy, and if
you want a car that looks “sporty” and you aso have kids,
then it's probably a great car choice; but, keep in mind the
car fedslike it is suffering from Mono. If you want any
kind of performance and feel for the road, then you don’t
want a Mazda.

| have to say, my six year old 240SX is much more fun
to drive, feels better, and sounds better than any of the
Mazda s drove.

So, am | aNissan Elitist?

As Kid Notorious always said on his short lived car-
toon on Comedy Central, “Y ou bet your ass| am!”
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Mazda Home Page. Retrieved April 9, 2004
www.mazdausa.com/M usaWeb/di splayHomepage.action

Rev It Up Home Page. Retrieved April 9, 2004
www.mazdarevitup.com/home/f_default.asp

HAPPY BIRTHDAY !!!

%%&&&&&&

& Danny Aga April 1

& LuisAlvarez April 3

2 2 ) ) ) +' ! & Scott Sharp April 7
Roy Nolan April 22

& Corky Matney April 22

Chris Harding April 22

& Steve Guzman April 30

&ChaseMullins May 4

& Dwayne Dietrich May 5

& Mark Hougland May 5

Only 15,000 of these special booklets have been printed. Our club
has received a very limited supply of Limited Edition 350Z booklets.
They have been distributed to active members in attendance during
the last couple of monthly dinner meetings. The booklets are full in-
famous photos, many you will recognize from the most recent Z com-
mercials. If you love Zs, you have gotta get one. But to do so, you
have to be an active member. If your membership has recently ex-
pired, this may a great time to renew it! Please contact Rodel
Bautista, our club’s PreZident on how to arrange to receive one once
you have renewed your membership or become our newest member.

Ronald Villarreal May 11

Mac Alexander May 11
& Tom Briones May 14
& Emilie Everett May 17
& Al Kitamorn May 25
& Victor Citron May 25
& Anthony Martineau  May 27
Mubin Ansari May 27
Rodel Bautista June 5
& Samuel Kim June5
Kevin Bledsoe June 13
& Bryan Lewis June 18
& David Goldston June 29
Glen Underwood June 30
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An 18-year-old man stole a car from a construction sitein Homestead then
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droveit to the Homestead-Miami Speedway for atest drive, police say.

by Kathleen Fordyce
kfordyce@herald.com

aybe he wanted to be a

NASCAR driver. But

first, he needed a set of
wheels.

Police say Feliphe Ramos, 18,
stole a 2004 Infiniti G35 with the
keys left in the ignition Wednesday,
drove it to Homestead-Miami Speed-
way, barrdled past security guards
who tried to flag him down, ripped
through the closed gates and took to
the track.

Then he put the car through its
paces. Round and round, the would-
be racer tore through the turns, test-
ing the gray, four-door car at speeds
exceeding 100 mph before finally
stopping, sometime around the
fourth lap.

No other drivers were on the
track.

Speedway workers held him until
police arrived.

"He must have wanted to get on
the track pretty bad," speedway
president Curtis Gray said. ANothing
like that has ever happened here be-
fore."

Homestead Police arrested
Ramos, charging him with grand
theft auto, burglary, crimina mis
chief and reckless driving. The car, a
loaner being used by an Infiniti cus-
tomer getting his car repaired, suf-
fered about $3,000 worth of damage
to the bumper, hood and lights, ac-

cording to preliminary estimates.

Infiniti service consultant Steve
Anteen got a call from the customer
after the car was recovered.

"According to the customer, the
guy was telling police officers how
well the car did while he was in the
back of the police car,"” Anteen said.

Infiniti would not release the cus-
tomer's name.

The incident began about 9:30
am. when the customer parked the
car, owned by South Motors Infiniti
on South Dixie Highway near Home-
stead, at the Baptist Hospital con-
struction site at 2800 NE 8th St. He
left the keysinside.

When the customer returned to
spot where he had left the car, it was
gone. In its place: a bicycle lying on
the ground. The customer reported
the loss to Anteen when he readlized
it was missing.

LOST AND FOUND

An hour later, Anteen's phone
rang again. This time, the customer
told him the police found the car at
the speedway.

"[The customer] said the guy had
done four or five laps and lost it at
turn four," Anteen said.

Speedway president Gray said the
minute the car crashed through the
gates, security officers and workers
tried to stop Ramos.

From the Miami Herald
Caught on the web by our
editor Tani McAlister

"Our track is pretty secure” he
said. Ae just drove through one of
our guard gates and we had people
on the radio to make sure the track
was clear."

BACK AT THE SHOP

The car is now back at the Infiniti
shop, where it will repaired. The cus-
tomer's insurance company will have
to pay for the damage, though the
customer will be responsible for the
deductible, Anteen said.

Ramos "had a good time out
there," Anteen laughed.

SKID MARKS

Homestead Police Capt. Ed Bowe
said he didn't know whether the car
had spun out on the track or Ramos
decided to stop on hisown.

"There were several skid marks
throughout the track caused by the
subject,” Bowe said.

"I'm not aware of anything like
this happening before," he added.
AWho knows what he was thinking?
It'skind of strange.”

Herald staff writer Brooke Prescott
contributed to this report.

Do you know of a weird or crazy
story involving Z/Nissan cars? |If
you do, email it to us at newZlet-
tereditors@yahoo.com
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by Rodel Bautista

apital Z of Texas planned a

trip to the drag strip on Fri-

day February 13, 2004. As
luck would have it, there were some
pretty heavy thunderstorms causing
the track to be shut down. We re-
scheduled the event for the following
Wednesday. The following six club
members made the trip down to San
Antonio Raceway: Anthony Marti-
neau (350Z), Aikmeng Kuah (300ZX
TT), Ca Abbott (350Z), Doug
Bickford (300ZX TT), Sean Farrah
(300zX TT), and myself Rode
Bautista (350Z Roadster). There
were aso several other Z cars in at-
tendance from around the centra
Texas area and even one 350Z owner
making the drive from Corpus

Chrigtie for atotal of 12 — 15 Z cars
in attendance.

The track was not very busy for a
Wednesday evening so everyone was
able to get severa runs in. Club
members Aikmeng Kuah and Sean
Farrah took some time to change out
their rear tires over to some Mickey
Thompson ET Street tires. This
would prove to be beneficial to both
as they each ran a personal best time
that evening. Other club members
ran using their street tires.

On Wednesday nights, San Anto-
nio Raceway hosts a bracket-racing
event called “Whoop Ass Wednes-
days.” The bracket races are divided
into two classes: Imports and Do-
mestics. In bracket racing, each racer

isrequired to enter an ET for staging.
The object of the race is to get to the
finish line before your opponent
without going any faster than your
posted ET. Sean, Kuah and Rodel
each entered in the competition.
Kuah was given a bye so he made it
to the second round automatically.
Sean ended up red lighting because
the gap between ET’s was so large
he didn’t want to wait. Rodel ended
up beating a Sentra V-Spec running a
14.7588 @ 99.01 mph with a dia in
of 14.50 compared to the Sentra's
15.8397 @ 87.62 mph with a 15.60
dia in. In the second round, Kuah
lost. Rodel lost as well but was in a
much closer race. Rodel ran against
an Acura RSX, which barely beat



him. The finish margin was only
.0696 seconds!

A couple of persona best were
achieved at the track. Sean ran a per-
sonal best of 12.2356 @ 114.68 mph
with his twin turbo Z. Pretty good
considering he is still running stock
turbos. Kuah ran a personal best on
his twin turbo Z of 12.644 @ 110.95
mph. Cal was running his super-
charged 350Z for the first time and
achieved a best time of 13.82xx @
~108 mph. With practice, his times
should come down considerably.
Anthony’s best time of the night in
his lightly modified 350Z was 14.18
@ 102.9 mph. Rodel’s best time in
his 350Z Roadster was a 14.5794 @
97.09 mph.

For fun, Capital Z of Texas of-
fered up two trophies for those club
members that made the trip to the
drag strip. One was for fastest ET
and the other was for highest trap
speed. Both trophies ended up going
to Sean Farrah for his runs of
12.2356 @ 114.68 for fastest time

and 12.4788 @ 117.59 mph for high-
est trap speed. Congratulations Sean!
We look forward to hearing of you
breaking into the 11’ s!

F

He Reaches the Time in
His Life (Almost) Every One
of Us Has to Deal With

It is with great regret we in-
form you that Rodel Bautista,
our fearless club leader, is ex-
pected to pass on into the inevi-
table after life known as
“marriage” on November 27,
2004. He will be survived by his
new master, social planner,
weekend to-do coordinator, and
loving wife Aurora Garcia.

He will be remembered
fondly by those who have gotten
to know this wonderful person,
for we know he will be among us
no more.

Private family services will be

held at St. Albert the Great
Catholic Church in Austin,
Texas.

The family requests that all
contributions be made to the
Capital Z of Texas Car Club.

We will miss you Rodel!




-Sport, San Antonio’'s local

Z club, hosted their 3 An-

nual Z Car Show on Satur-
day March 20, 2004 at World Car
Nissan in San Antonio. With rain in
the forecast, this is the second year in
arow that the weather has not coop-
erated with the show.

Severa Capital Z of Texas mem-
bers braved the forecast, and met
bright and early Saturday morning to
caravan together down to San Anto-
nio. Everyone met at the Academy
parking lot on the SW corner of IH-
35 and William Cannon at 9:00am.
So far so good, as the sky was just
overcast with no rain in sight. With
12 cars and about 16 people, we
headed south a 9:30am. Unfortu-
nately, the caravan ran into light ran
along the way. It wouldn’t have been
so bad, but between the dirt and dust
on the road, the cars ended up getting
dirty by the time we arrived at World
Car Nissan.

When the CZOT caravan pulled
into the dealer parking lot, there was
some confusion as to where to park.
The dealer had not anticipated the
number of competitors coming out.
After some discussions, dedler cars
where moved and everyone was able

to get situated. World
Car Nissan was kind
enough to open up their
car wash bays to com-
petitors that wanted to
wash their cars one more
time. Everyone got reg-
istered, and then spent
some time doing some
last minute detailing be-
fore the judging started.
There were about 45
cars registered for the
car show with every gen-
eration Z car represented
from the early 240Z’s to
the new 350Z’s. The
most-represented  gen-
eration was the Z32
(1990-1996 300ZX).
Judging began around
noon and everyone sat
back and enjoyed the
cars and each other's
company. World Car
Nissan provided drinks
and there was a hot dog
vendor on sight for those
that got hungry. Severa
more Capital Z of Texas
members came through-
out the day to check out

the cars and provide some moral sup-
port for those who competed.
Judging was completed ahead of
schedule and the scores were being
tallied. There were severa ties and
several of the cars had to be re-
judged. After the scores were redone,
the President of Z-Sport, Troy Elms,
gathered everyone on the pavilion for
the awards ceremony. The following
people from Capital Z of Texas took




home a trophy:

Jessie Corona
1% Place Modified Nissan Other

Angela M olock
3 Place Daily Driver 732

Stephen Stinson
2" Place Daily Driver 732

Doug Bickford
1% Place Daily Driver Z32

Mike Willemsen
3" Place Modified Z32

Rodel Bautista
1% Place Sock 3502

Doug Bickford
Best of Class Daily Driver

With the show ending on sched-
ule, the Capital Z of Texas crew left
San Antonio, and headed back to
Austin for an early dinner at Hoo-
ver's Restaurant. Congratulations go
out to those members who placed
and took home a trophy! Your hard
work and dedication to your cars has
once again brought you happiness.
Thanks go out to Z-Sport of San An-
tonio as well for hosting another suc-
cessful show. Capital Z of Texas
looks forward to many more!




A = 0
% '+, +% )/ +
> +' |

1 + - )

These laws took effect on September 1, 2003

- SB 45 makes it a gate jail felony
to drive while intoxicated with a
passenger younger than 15.

- SB 193 requires drivers nearing
stopped emergency vehicles-with
lights activated -to either slow
down or change lanes.

The law states a driver must
either vacate the lane closest to the
stopped emergency vehicle if the
road has multiple lanes traveling
in the same direction or slow
down 20 miles per hour below the
speed limit. (If the speed limit is
below 25 mph the driver must
slow down to 5 mph.)

Emergency vehicles include
police, emergency medical service
and fire vehicles.

A violation is punishable by a
maximum fine of $200. If the vio-

lation results in property damage,
the maximum fine increases to
$500. If the violation results in
bodily injury, the offense is en-
hanced to a Class B misdemeanor.

- Having avideo display that is visi-

ble from the driver's seat isillegal.
SB 209 expands the definition of
video receiving equipment to in-
clude digital videodisc players,
videocassette players or similar
equipment. This equipment may
be used only if it is located so that
the video display is not visible
from the operator’ s seat.

- HB 1326 automatically suspends

for one year the driver license of
anyone convicted of illegaly rac-
ing on a public roadway. Before
the license can be reinstated, the

driver would have to complete 10
hours of community service. The
punishment for illegal racing in-
creases to a Class B misdemeanor.
The law also increases the punish-
ment for drivers who are racing
drunk, who have open containers
of acohol in the vehicle when rac-
ing, who serioudy injure or Kkill
someone during the race or who
have been convicted multiple
times of illegal racing. Those of-
fenses range from a Class A mis-
demeanor to a second-degree fel-
ony.

(more to come in next issue)
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WEe're proud to welcome the newest member of the fam-
ily: Christopher Casias’' new 1974 260Z. We'll learn more
about the newest addition to the family in the next newZlet-




andlelighters Childhood
Cancer Foundation aong
with RPM Indoor Raceway
hosted the Candlelighters RPM
Grand Prix Challenge 2004 on Satur-
day February 28, 2004. This was a
charity endurance race to raise
money for Candlelighters.
Candlelighters Mission Statement
isasfollows:
" Our mission isto ensurethat chil-
dren reach their potential through
education, therapy and family sup-
port services."
With such aworthy cause, Capita
Z of Texas decided to enter a team
into the competition. CZOT’s team
consisted of members Christopher

Casias, John Konakci, Kevin
Bledsoe, Jessie Corona, Rodel
Bautista, and Doug Bickford. Prior
to the competition, the team met
twice at RPM Indoor Raceway to get
some practice sessionsin.

With more than 45 teams compet-
ing, this turned out to be a whole day
event. The format for the race was to
have several qualifying heats with
the 1% and 2" place finishers of each
heat automatically going to the final.
The qualifying heats were run on
either of the smaller tracks. The rest
of the top finishers would compete in
one of two consolation races with the
winner of each consolation race go-
ing to the final. The consolation

races and final race was held on the
Grand Prix track, which combines
the two smaller tracks into one. Each
of the races lasted one hour with
each team requiring at least five pit
stops with driver changes. Strategy
would not be who is fastest, but who
can manage their driver changes ef-
fectively.

Based on a random drawing,
Team CZOT was scheduled to race
in the first qualifying heat on track
Daytona. This put them up against
other car clubs such as Tgas Miata
(local Miata car club) and Texas
Spokes (local autocross club). This
race was quite exciting with the top
teams within eight laps of each other.



Christopher, in the lead, positioning himself for advantage in the next few turns.

This was the first time that Team
CZOT would actualy go through a
driver change, so there was some
nervousness amongst the drivers.
Team CZOT ended up doing very
well in their driver exchange, which
helped them stay in the top positions
throughout the race. Although Team
CZOT ran well, they only managed
to come in third place running a tota
of 179 laps. The first place team was
one of the Spokes teams completing
187 laps while the second place team
(one of the Tejas Miata teams) com-
pleted 183 laps. Since only the 1%
and 2™ place finishers would auto-
matically move on to the fina, this
meant that Team CZOT would be
racing in the first consolation race.
With quite a bit of time before the
first consolation race, Team CZOT
tried to relax and go over their strat-
egy for the next race. It was decided
that they would run in the same order
as the first race but keep some of the
faster drivers out on the track longer.
They aso enjoyed a pizza lunch pro-
vided by Mr. Gatti's Pizza (one of
the event sponsors). After the last
qualifying race, the staff of RPM
Indoor Raceway changed the track

configuration by combining both of
the smaller tracks into the larger
Grand Prix track.

At 1:30 pm, they were finally
ready to start the first consolation
race. The winner of the consolation
races would move on to compete in
the fina race. To make things inter-
esting, and also to help raise more
money, teams were alowed to bid
for aRinger (one of the employees of
RPMIR) to drive on their team. Sev-
era of the teams took advantage of

this and were able to secure some
very fast drivers for their team. Team
CZOT decided against bidding on a
ringer, as they wanted to try and win
the race as a team rather than trying
to buy the win. This race was even
more exciting than the qualifying
heat that Team CZOT ran in the
morning. Team CZOT exchanged
the top three positions throughout
most of the race. Unfortunately,
Team CZOT was given a black flag
with no warning near the end of the
race causing them to drop to fifth
place. Although they were able to
bring themselves back into fourth
place, they ran out of time and the
race ended with Team CZOT finish-
ing in fourth. This meant that Team
CZOT would not go on to the final
race.

Although Team CZOT did not
make it to the finals, everyone on the
team had a good time and was glad
that they can be a part of a great
cause. A BBQ dinner was provided

Christopher (left) and Kevin (right) during practice runs before the race.




by Poke Jo's BBQ as well as beer.
Most of the team members took ad-
vantage of the food and beer and
stuck around to watch the final race
and cheer on the winners. Doug
Bickford actually raced with one of
the Dell teams in the final as most of
their drivers were called home to
their wives. The Dell team was in
last place most of the race, but Doug
was able to pull them ahead far
enough not to finishin last place.

The final race was quite exciting
as all four Spokes and Teas Miata
teams were in the finals. The race
was very close throughout the com-
petition. To most everyone's sur-
prise, the first place finisher of the
race was not a car club team. First
place went to BroadCom. They took
advantage of having a good quarter
and bought themselves aringer. This
proved to be the right thing to do as
they barely edged out both Spokes
teams for first place.

In addition to al of the good fun
that was had throughout the day, 45
teams raised over $18,000.00 for the
Candlelighters Childhood Cancer
Foundation! The real joy came not in
the silent auction winnings or the
free beer and food, or even in the
racing; rather, it came from the
friendship, camaraderie and support
given to families in need. Never lose
sight of what isimportant in thislife.
Cars are a smple habby. It is fortu-
nate for us to be able to be members
of such a group of car enthusiasts
with an expensive hobby. We must
be reminded often of what God has
provided for us, and not take for
granted these wonderful abilities and
liberties.

It wastruly satisfying to work as a team and consistently improve our
driver changetimes, which was critical to improving our ranking.

Doug Bickford proved to be our fastest driver. Hegot recruited by the
Dell team because most of their driversgot called home by their wives!
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If you have any specific comments or questions about any of the ads, please contact the seller of
theitem directly. If you would like to submit aclassified ad, please go to our web site, click on
the “Classifieds’ link, then go to the related section and submit the information requested.

If there is a problem with an ad you have submitted or if you wish to change your ad’ s description,
please contact John Konakci at newZlettereditors@yahoo.com.

Classified ads (Nissan- and Datsun-rel ated items only please)

are for current members (in good standing).

1996 300ZX Twin Turbo $34,500 Firm

27,700 Miles. Stage 12 Upgrade By The Z Clinic — 2000. AVCR, AFC. New
SSR Competition 18" Wheels. Bridgestone Potenza SO3 Tires. Spare Boyd
17" Wheels with Pirelli Sport Tires. Est. 650 Horsepower, 575 Ft. Lbs.
Torque. Winner “Most Torque” Dyno Day 2002. $ 34,500 Firm.

Contact Brooks Y eilding at fby737ca@hotmail.com or 512-743-7737 (cell)

1994 Limited Edition 240SX Convertible $4,900 OBO

142,131 miles. New black cloth top installed. Black S14 leather seats, reup-
holstered rear seats. Automatic tranny was swapped out for new manual
tranny.

Contact John Shea at Japanese Motorsports at 512-828-5100

1981 280ZX $6,000 OBO

1981 Datsun 280ZX 2+2, 48k original miles, 5 speed, t-tops, no modifications
(al original). Never raced, oil changed every 3000 miles, 2nd owner (both
non-smokers and Z-car enthusiasts), perfect for someone who isinto Z cars.
Includes car bra, car cover, original owners manual and Haynes repair manual,
and all records.

Contact Anthony Thatcher at anthonythatcher @hotmail.com or 512-306-0931

1985 300ZX $3,500 OBO

Original owner must sell because the garage won't hold this one and the new
350Z. New alternator, battery, water pump, clutch master and slave cylinders,
and timing belt in the last 100 miles, so there are no surprises. Hate to let it go,
but | can't drive both cars.

Contact Wayne A. Shirner at docwas@hot.rr.com or 254-933-7710




1993 300ZX Convertible $17,000 OBO

50,000 mi, deep maroon, one owner, all original, always garaged, all power,
air, alarm, black leather interior, black top, FM-AM and cassette, Multidisc
changer( skips), 4-wheel ABS, power drivers seat alloy wheels.

Only defects: parking lot dings on door edges.

Contact Bob Peake at kabob35@cebridge.net or 936-967-0979 (day or night)

17" Boyd Billet Wheelswith Pirelli P7000 Tires $995 Firm

17x8 Front with 235/45 ZR17, wear - excellent. 17x9 Rear with 275/40 ZR17,
wear - fair. Wheels are minimum offset, correct for 300 ZX.
Contact Brooks Y eilding at fby737ca@hotmail.com or 512-743-7737 (cell)

Hoosier R3S03 Tires $65/tire
Brand New Factory Nissan Brafor Z43 $80 OBO

4 225/50/16 Hoosier R3S03 (competition) race tiresretail at $180/tire, between
50-75% tread | would guess. Selling for $65/tire.

Contact Sean Farrah at sfarrah@yahoo.com

Picture from tirerack.com
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Full Page Half Page Quarter Page BusinessCard

$30 $15 $8 $5
Other sizes are possible at the rate for the next higher size

Classified ads are published free of charge for active club members




