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Capital Z of Texas is a club dedicated to preserving and enjoying all kinds 
of Datsun/Nissan cars and their predecessors. Although the majority of our 
members drive Z's, there are also members with 510s, Maximas, 240SXs, 
and even Roadsters! We are an eight years old club welcoming anyone from 
Austin and the surrounding Central Texas area who shares the same love for 
their car(s) as we do. Our current membership count is over 100 and grow-
ing. Come meet new people of all ages with a common interest in the Da-
tsun/Nissan heritage and participate in our monthly social events. Some of 
our events include tours, car shows, technical sessions, and even weekly 
cruising to some of the more interesting places in the Central Texas area. 

Club Mailing Address:   Capital Z of Texas,  P.O. Box 80844,  Austin, TX 78708-80844 

Visit the Capital Z of Texas Car Club’s web site at www.capitalzoftexas.com 
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he summer of 2004 has 
come and we are on our way 
into the fall. There have 

been many activities for Z enthusi-
asts, and I’m glad to have been able 
to participate in many of them. I 
think my highlight for the summer of 
2004 has to be a two week road trip 
out to California to attend the 2004 
ZCCA International Convention in 
Long Beach, California. Several of 
our club members made the trek out 
to California to join in on the festivi-
ties. 
     Besides the planned activities of 
the convention, they also held the 
annual ZCCA business meetings of 
which I attended. With Mike Taylor 
retiring from the Executive Director 

position, Paul Gasparola was voted 
in to take his place. Mike Goddard 
was voted in as the new Assistant 
Director. The bid for the 2006 Inter-
national Convention was won by the 
Z Club of Texas (Dallas). We are 
looking forward to having the con-
vention back in our home state. 
     Last month we made a couple 
changes within the club. If you are 
on our e-mail list, you should have 
received a couple of e-mails with 
some club proposals. The proposals 
were voted on at the July member-
ship meeting. The first proposal was 
a change to the club logo. The major-
ity of the votes went to the new club 
logo. Changes to the website and 
new club tee-shirts will be made with 

T the new logo as soon as possible. 
The second proposal was to raise 
annual dues to accommodate a part-
ner level subscription to Sport Z 
Magazine. This proposal was also 
passed with a majority vote. What 
this means is annual dues for single 
membership will be raised from $25/
year to $35/year. Family member-
ship will go up from $35/year to $45/
year. Included in your annual mem-
bership will be a subscription to 
Sport Z Magazine and a club tee-
shirt. For those not interested in re-
ceiving the magazine subscription 
and club tee-shirt with your member-
ship, we are offering an associate 
membership for $25/year. The new 

e are proud to publish 
our special Z Conven-
tion issue, thanks to 

Rodel Bautista’s efforts to journal 
his experience in words and pictures 
and pass them on to us.  The Z Con-
vention coverage has increased the 
size of this issue a little, so we de-
cided to break up the issue into two 
parts to make it easier to download. 
     Make sure to read Karen 
Senkowsky’s article covering the 
Spring BBQ Fundraiser we had back 
in May as well as Mike Willemsen’s 
log of the cruise to Sterling McCall 
Old Car Museum last month.  Bill 
Senkowsky brings us his Personal 
Story, confessing his journey into the 

world of Z cars.  He promises to fol-
low up with more detailed stories of 
each of the cars in his fleet. 
     This is a good place to remind 
everyone that we, as always, are in-
terested in publishing articles from 
YOU.  This is your club and new-
Zletter, and will only be as good as 
what you put into it.  Now I am no 
writer, so if I can write articles, 
pretty much anyone can.  You may 
be surprised how interested your fel-
low club member will be to find out 
about the latest project you’ve 
worked on, trip you’ve taken, or any-
thing else you’ve done with your Z/
Nissan car.  What is your own Per-
sonal Story?  How did you get to 

W 
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by Tani McAlister and John Konakci 

own and love your  Z/Nissan car or 
cars?  By the way, articles can be as 
short as a couple of paragraphs or as 
long as you like.  
     Keeping the trend we started with 
our first issue, we have some new 
advertisers for you to check out in 
addition to the ongoing ones.  Please 
give them consideration of your 
business since we want their contin-
ued support of our club. 
     We’ ll bring this column to a close 
with the announcement of a bit of 
administrative and wedding news.  
Time has come for me to pass the 
torch on to Tani, thus this will be the 
last issue in which I am Editor of the 
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by Rodel Bautista 
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Date Event Details 

August 15 SASCA Auto Cross @ The Alamo-
dome 

Registration 8:30-10:00 am; drivers meeting 10:30 am; first car out at 11 
am 

22 Spokes Auto Cross #7 Location TBA 

30 CZOT Monthly Meeting Tres Amigos Restaurant and Cantina near  the intersection of Hwys 290 
and 183.  Map of meeting location and details are available on page 10. 

September 
10 

Import Racing Series at San Antonio 
Raceway 

Gates open @ 6 pm; heads up @ 9 pm 

12 4th Annual Z Club of Texas Driver’s 
Event 

$120 

18 CZOT Car Show Rudy’s BBQ in Round Rock 

26 Spokes Auto Cross #8 Location TBA 

27 CZOT Monthly Meeting Tres Amigos Restaurant and Cantina near  the intersection of Hwys 290 
and 183.  Map of meeting location and details are available on page 10. 

October 10 Spokes Special Event Location TBA 

15 Import Racing Series at San Antonio 
Raceway 

Gates open @ 6 pm; heads up @ 9 pm 

17 SASCA Auto Cross @ The Alamo-
dome 

Registration 8:30-10:00 am; drivers meeting 10:30 am; first car out at 11 
am 

24 Spokes Auto Cross #9 Location TBA 

25 CZOT Monthly Meeting Tres Amigos Restaurant and Cantina near  the intersection of Hwys 290 
and 183.  Map of meeting location and details are available on page 10. 

To suggest events for the club, email club President Rodel Bautista at rbautista@activepower.com. 
 

Obvious Fine Print:  The events listed above are subject to change.  Check the web site and newZletter often for up-
dates.  Better yet, become a member and subscribe to the CZOT email list to get the latest updates and information! 

newZletter.  This was a difficult de-
cision for me to make as I have had 
so much enjoyment putting together 
each issue of the newZletter.  I 
would like to thank Rodel for giving 
me the opportunity to serve the club 
in this capacity.  Also, it can’ t be 
said enough how much fun I had 
working with Tani…which is all the 
more reason for those of you inter-
ested in getting involved with pro-
ducing the next newZletter.  She will 

appreciate the help and you will ap-
preciate the company. 
   Talking about Tani:  She’s getting 
married on Saturday, August 21st!  
The lucky guy is our very own Rob 
James (‘94 300ZX TT).  Please con-
gratulate them the next time you see 
them.  Now she gets to own a 300ZX 
TT without even buying one. :) 
 
John 
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If you would like to share with us your thoughts, concerns, or feedback, 
please send your email to newZlettereditors@yahoo.com or mail them to 
Capital Z of Texas. P.O. Box 80844, Austin, Texas, 78708-80844.  We 
reserve the right to edit your letters for length, accuracy, and clarity. 

     This is the section where readers write in telling us what they like and dislike and agree and disagree with.  Please 
send us your opinions and thoughts by emailing them to newZlettereditors@yahoo.com. 
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rates will go into effect August 1, 
2004. If you are a current member, 
we will start your subscription to 
SZM with the upcoming fall issue. 
When it is time to renew, you will 
have to pay the new annual price. 
For those of you that already have a 
subscription to Sport Z Magazine, 
you will receive a refund directly 
from SZM for the unused portion of 

your subscription. If you have any 
questions about these changes, feel 
free to contact any of the officers. 
     With the Fall of 2004 quickly ap-
proaching, we are gearing up for our 
Annual Car Show which is sched-
uled for Saturday September 18, 
2004. As you know, this event has 
been successful with the help of vol-
unteers. If you can help out in any 

way, please let us know, and we will 
add your name to the car show com-
mittee list. 
     Remember, this club is here for 
you. Your support for the club can be 
shown with your participation and/or 
volunteering to help with events. Be 
safe and I look forward to seeing you 
at the next event!  
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ith your membership to Capital Z of Texas, 
you can take advantage of some really in-
credible discounts. We are sponsored by all 

of the surrounding area Nissan dealers and receive dis-
counts as much as 20% off the cost of Genuine Nissan 
Parts as well as 20% off of labor and installation charges. 
With these discounts, a membership can pay for itself in a 
single visit or parts purchase! Dealership sponsors include 
Round Rock Nissan, Town North Nissan, South Point 
Nissan and San Marcos Nissan. We are also sponsored by 
some other great performance shops and parts vendors in 
the Central Texas area. Discounts range from 10% off of 
parts and 10% off of labor to 20% off of both. See our 
web site for more details about our Sponsors.  With your 
club membership, you'll also automatically become a Z 
Car Club of America member. 
     In addition to ZCCA membership and club discounts, 
you will receive a subscription to Sport Z Magazine and a 
club tee-shirt. Associate membership does not include the 

magazine subscription & club tee-shirt. 
 

Single Membership:  $35/year  
Family Membership:  $45/year  

Associate Membership:  $25/year  
 

Joining is Easy! 
   If you are reading the newsletter on your computer and 
are connected to the internet, simply click on: 

www.capitalzoftexas.com/forms/czot_registration.pdf 
to download our membership application form, then fill it 
out and mail it to us.  The membership application form 
can also be accessed from our club web site 
(www.capitalzoftexas.com) under the “Club Info”  link.  
Please contact any of the club officers if you have any 
questions regarding joining our club. 
   Whether you decide to join us or not, we would love to 
meet you at our next monthly club meeting (see an-
nouncement below) or next club event (see Calendar of 
Events section). 
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Chris Burgan 

Chris Nappi 

Lincoln Ward 

Sedric Pinkney 

Nicole Spurgeon 

1990 300ZX 

1991 300ZX & 1998 Maxima 

1978 280Z 

1980 280ZX & 2004 350Z 

2003 350Z 
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Harold Kiolbassa (1992 300ZX) who 

has been a member since 2001 will be 

moving to San Antonio for a new job. 

We wish him the best of luck. 

�
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OFFICIAL 

NOTICE OF EXPIRATION 

I t has come to our  attention that, 

unless emergency measures are taken, 
these members are set to EXPIRE! 

Please don’ t leave us.  

We want you to stay! 

Member  Name Date  

Mike Willemsen August 22 

Doug & Kay Adams August 25 

Ann Guiyab August 25 

Joey Clontz September 4 

Adam Ward September 20 

Sean Farrah September 26 

Jerry Durett September 29 

Carl Stephens September 30 

Mike Cooper September 30 

Christopher Dawson September 30 

Steve Guzman October 27 

Doug Conover October 27 

David Golston October 27 

James King October 27 
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are unaware that their vehicles have 
the devices. Even the governor's state 
police driver didn't know a data re-
corder was on board. Currently, 
about 30 million passenger vehiches, 
which is 15 percent of those now on 
the road, have the palm-sized boxes. 
However, as many as 90 percent of 
all 2004 vehicles, including all GM 
cars and most Fords, contain some 
sort of recorder. Critics of the boxes 
worry greatly about who would get 
access to the information. 
     Such concerns are why a National 
Transportation Safety Board recom-
mendation this week that govern-
ment should require the boxes in all 
passenger vehicles goes too far. 
     Instead, there needs to be a full 
public debate on such issues as per-
sonal privacy and security of the 
data. Then, they should be removed 
if the owners of private vehicles ob-
ject to them, and laws should ensure 
strict limitations governing their use 
wher e t hey  are i nstal l ed.  

     Manufacturers have been includ-
ing information about them in own-
ers' manuals, but that isn't enough 
because few people read their car 
manuals. 
     In addition, limitations on how 
much data can be collected are 
needed to protect drivers' privacy. 
Right now, police say they can re-
trieve the final 5 seconds before a 
crash, but foresee the day when more 
data will be available. 
     Also, no device is perfect, as Bal-
dacci's case shows. Inaccuracies are 
troubling when data from the devices 
are being used in court. In fact, the 
American Automobile Association, 
the nation's largest auto club, says it 
would support requiring the use of 
black boxes in cars only if the data 
are used for safety research and can't 
be traced to specific drivers. 
     Clearly, further debate is needed. 
The little black boxes raise some big 
issues that need to be resolved. 
(C) 2004 Portland Press Herald.  

"black box" recorder in 
Gov. Baldacci's Chevrolet 
Suburban showed the car 

was going too fast for the slippery 
conditions when it crashed this past 
winter. The recorder also showed 
that Baldacci's seat belt was unbuck-
led, but statements from the governor 
and his driver and other evidence 
indicated otherwise. 
     The information gleaned from the 
event data recorder regarding that 
Feb. 4 crash, in which no one was 
seriously hurt, illustrates some of the 
pros and cons of the electronic de-
vices. They can be useful tools to aid 
police in accident reconstructions 
and to help car manufacturers and 
consumer groups do safety research. 
     However, the data they produce 
can be flawed - a grave concern 
when such information increasingly 
being used in criminal prosecutions 
of accidents. 
     Another alarming fact, raising 
privacy concerns, is that most drivers 
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magine pulling up to the gas pump, and instead 
of the usual gas tax - 18 cents per gallon in Cali-
fornia - the pump charges you a fee based on the 

miles you drove since your last gas purchase. 
     A computer in your car, connected to your odome-
ter, transmits your mileage to a computer in the 
pump, which calculates the fee and adds it to your 
gas bill on the spot. 
     That scenario was among the most notable recom-
mendations this week from a select group of trans-
portation advisers participating in the California Per-
formance Review (CPR) process for reforming state 
government. 
     It is based on the concept that vehicles should pay 
for their use of the roads, not their use of gas. 
     Transportation task force leader Joan Borucki said 
her group is suggesting the idea to help the state in-
crease or maintain important gas pump revenues even 
as vehicles become more fuel efficient. 
     "The gas tax is becoming less and less effective," 
said Borucki, who is also an executive with the Cali-
fornia Transportation Commission. "We need to look 
at (other) options now." 
     Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger declined to com-
ment last week on any of the recommendations in the 
report, but said he intends to decide by fall which 
ones he would like to pursue.  
     Some transportation and financing experts called 
the mileage fee idea cutting edge and technologically 
doable, but also politically tricky and likely to be 
controversial. 
     "It has merit," said Mike Lawson, head of Trans-
portation California, a business and labor group ad-
vocating infrastructure financing. "The future is now. 
We have to find a way to replace our old (gas tax) 
system with something that better equates usage with 
paying for enhancing the transportation system."  
     However, some proponents of hybrid vehicles - 
which use a combination of gas and electricity - say 
they worry the idea may punish hybrid users by steal-
ing some of the financial incentive of buying the 
more fuel-efficient cars. If the state used a flat mile-

age fee, owners of smaller, fuel-efficient cars would pay the 
same fee as vehicles that burn more gas per mile. 
     In addition, the electronic equipment needed in vehicles to 
track mileage has caused some to worry about potential pri-
vacy invasion. 
     Borucki, head of the governor's transportation advisory 
group in the CPR process, said her group only briefly dis-
cussed the possibility of increasing revenues by hiking the gas 
tax, but decided they needed to be more innovative to react to 
the recent push toward more fuel-efficient vehicles. 
     She said California can benefit from research on mieage fee 
systems being done by federal officials and by the state of 
Oregon. 
     Oregon has laid the technological groundwork to launch a 
pilot program next year in which volunteer motorists in the 
city of Eugene will pay a fee based on the miles they drive 
instead of paying the state's gas tax. 
     Their car odometers will be equipped with a computer that 
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has a wireless transmission component. When they pull 
up at certain gas pumps, the computer will transmit to the 
pump's computer the number of miles that car has trav-
eled since it last got gas, officials said. 
     The pump will add a fee, set for the moment by Ore-
gon officials at .122 cents per gallon, according to James 
Whitty, who is heading up the program for the Oregon 
Department of Transportation. 
     That means a vehicle that gets the national average of 
about 20 miles per gallon of gas will end up paying a fee 
roughly equivalent to Oregon's existing 24-cent-a-gallon 
gas tax. 
     If Oregon implements the program, only new vehicles 
will have the computer odometer because it is too expen-
sive to retrofit cars already in use. 
     Gas pumps would continue to charge the tax to older 
cars. 
     The odometer computer prototypes cost $200 apiece, 
but Whitty said the cost is expected to dip under $100 
when they become mass-produced. 
     New cars would be equipped also with a global posi-
tioning system that can tell when the vehicle leaves the 
state of Oregon, Whitty said. That would trigger a switch 
in the car to turn off the odometer computer so that Ore-
gon gas pumps will not charge the motorist for the miles 
driven outside the state. 
     Senate Transportation Committee staff director Steve 
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Schnaidt said any number of logistical and political issues 
would have to be resolved before California could put a 
user fee in place, from making sure odometers can't be 
tampered with to determining what type of fee system is 
desirable, for instance whether heavy trucks that do more 
damage to roads should pay a higher fee. 
     Privacy advocates have expressed concerns that the 
system could be used to track where a person has gone. 
Whitty, however, said the system can't be transmitted to 
the police or anyone else, nor does it register when or 
where a car leaves or enters the state. 
     A key advocacy group for hybrid vehicles in Califor-
nia last week said they knew little about the proposal, but 
nevertheless expressed some concern. 
     "It sounds like you are moving the incentives around 
in some way that discourages, or at least doesn't reward 
people who opt for fuel-efficient vehicles, and that doesn't 
sound like good public policy," said Daniel Hinerfeld, 
spokesman for the Natural Resources Defense Council. 
     Oregon official Whitty said that issue has been debated 
in his state, but not resolved. One possibility, he said, is to 
vary the fee depending upon the weight or fuel efficiency 
of the vehicle, to reward people who buy lighter, more 
fuel-efficient cars. 
 
Copyright 2004 Sacramento Bee.  
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY !!! 

Sam Stipe August 8 

Christopher Dawson 16 

Kendyl Johns 24 

Patrick Earnest 25 

Mike Willemsen 31 

Hubert Bell, Jr. September 2 

Wayne Shirner 4 

Lincoln Ward 8 

Brandon Hartman 27 

Richard Figueras October 16 

Allen Connelly 20 

Sedric Pinkney 24 

William J. Clinton 19 
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Only 15,000 of these special booklets have been printed.  Our club 
has received a very limited supply of Limited Edition 350Z booklets.  
They have been distributed to active members in attendance during 
the last couple of monthly dinner meetings.  The booklets are full in-
famous photos, many you will recognize from the most recent Z com-
mercials.  If you love Zs, you have gotta get one.  But to do so, you 
have to be an active member.  If your membership has recently ex-
pired, this may a great time to renew it!  Please contact Rodel 
Bautista, our club’s PreZident on how to arrange to receive one once 
you have renewed your membership or become our newest member. 

Just dropping in… 
 
It's just ridiculous that someone can end up 
with their car on someone's roof. This is 
exactly what happened when this driver 
accidentally drove in reverse off an ele-
vated parking deck onto a nearby house. 
 
Location:  Marlborough, MA 
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These laws took effect on September 1, 2003 

�  HB 1784 makes it an offense for a 
person to park their vehicle where 
it blocks a disabled access aisle 
that is designed to aid persons 
with disabilities. 

 

�  HB 1330 allows an applicant to 
voluntarily list on their driver li-
cense or identification card any 
health condition that might impede 
communication with peace offi-
cers. The applicant must supply 
DPS with a written statement from 

a licensed physician. (NOTE: This 
law takes effect Jan. 1, 2004.) 

 

�  HB 3588 increases the penalty for 
seriously injuring someone when 
illegally passing a school bus that 
is loading or unloading students to 
Class A misdemeanor. 

 

NOTE: An erroneous email has 
been circulating the Internet, claim-
ing that HB 281, which outlawed 
talking on a cell phone while driv-

ing-or without using a hands-free 
device-had passed and will take ef-
fect September 1. The bill did not 
pass and will not take effect. 
 

Next issue:  Final Exam.  All readers 
will have to pass the test or lose their 
club membership* .  We are also re-
quired to report those who failed the 
test to the DPS**.  So start memoriz-
ing those new laws! 
 

� $$�� �� � � �� � �� � � �' � %��4�
     We’ re proud to 
welcome the newest 
members of the fam-
ily: Bill Senkowsky’s 
red 1991 300ZX 
(front) and Karen 
Senkowsky’s maroon 
1990 300ZX.  Bill & 
Karen are happy to 
join the Z32 genera-
tion. 

8 �� �, �8 � � � �

*     We’ re just kidding! 

**   Did you really think we were serious? 
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     My fiancé Aurora and I got up 
early to start our 1600+ mile trek to 
California. One thing I learned with 
the Roadster is that you have to pack 
light. With some creativity, we were 
able to fit a 22”  carry on luggage, a 
duffle bag, my helmet, and a wash 
bucket with cleaning supplies into 
the trunk of the roadster. Inside the 
car, we fit a small cooler between us, 
a laptop bag behind the passenger 
seat, snacks behind the drivers seat, 

and a back pack in the passenger side 
foot well. We met with fellow club 
member Aikmeng Kuah (driving his 
Z32) at 4:30am and promptly head 
out of town. 
     The drive was pretty uneventful 
as we made our way across west 
Texas then through New Mexico and 
into Arizona. We made pretty good 
time, and arrived in Phoenix in about 
16 hours. We checked into a hotel 
for the night, and made our way over 
to Tempe for dinner. It was quite hot 
in the dessert with temperatures in 

Group Z of Southern California hosted the 17th Annual ZCCA Convention in Long Beach, California 
June 15-19, 2004. I  took this oppor tunity to put some miles on my new 350Z Roadster . The following is a 
daily account of my exper ience. 

the triple digits. One thing I noticed 
was that the humidity was very low. 
Although the temperature was in the 
triple digits, it was quite tolerable. 
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     Sunday morning we took our time 
getting up and headed out of Phoenix 

around 10:00am. Again, this part of 
the drive was uneventful. We made 
our way through the rest of Arizona, 
and stopped for breakfast/lunch just 

past the border into California. When 
we got close to Riverside, we knew 
we were in the LA area. Traffic had 
come to a complete stop, and we 
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slowly crawled to our final destina-
tion of Long Beach. We finally made 
it to Long Beach around 2pm and 
checked into our Hotel (The Hilton 
Long Beach). After checking in, we 
decided to look for a car wash so we 
could get our cars cleaned up after 
the 1600 mile trip. We found a place 
close by, and got the cars washed. 
Then we had an early dinner and saw 
some of the local sights. 

drive just over the causeway bridge. 
     After breakfast, we went back to 
the hotel and met up with some peo-
ple from twinturbo.net. We decided 
to go over to West Coast Choppers 
(home of the infamous Jessie James) 
since it was just a few blocks from 

the hotel. The WCC facility is ex-
actly what you would picture it to be. 
There were custom bikes all around 
as well as other custom vehicles. 
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     Today was pretty much a free 
day. In the morning we went down to 
registration and checked in for the 
convention. There were several other 
people already there from around the 
country. We met up with some folks 
from Dallas, and had breakfast over 
in San Pedro. It was a nice little 

Across the street was the building 
where they film the television show 
Monster Garage. We couldn’ t go 
inside, but we did see several of the 
vehicles they built on the TV show 
in the parking lot. After checking out 
West Coast Choppers, it was time for 
lunch. 
     We headed over to downtown to 
try and find a place to eat. We ended 
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up at a place called Taco Beach Baja 
Cantina. More folks from tt.net 
showed up to join us. It was cool to 
meet so many people that you’ve 
talked to over the internet in person. 
After lunch, everyone sort of went 
their own way to check out the local 
sites. 
     Monday evening consisted of 
meeting up with people for dinner at 
a local brewery. After dinner, the rest 
of the evening was spent over at the 
local Hooters enjoying a few beers 
with new friends. 
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     Today’s planned events were a 
tour of the Stillen facility and after-
wards the Opening Reception for the 
convention. The convention folks set 
up a group tour to visit the Stillen 
facility over in Costa Mesa. Stillen 
manufactures and provides parts for 

many of Nissan’s vehicles. We gath-
ered at the hotel lobby and waited for 
the two tour buses that were sup-
posed to take us over to Costa Mesa. 
The buses were a little late, but we 
got over to Stillen on time. 
     Owner Steve Millen was on hand 
to greet us as we got off the buses. 
We gathered in one of the ware-

houses where they set up several 
dozen tables to accommodate us. 
After a brief speech, Steve divided 
the group into two to go on a tour of 
the facility. Their facility is quite 
impressive. We got to see where they 
design, prototype, and manufacture 
the many parts for our cars. After the 
tour they gave several seminars 
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     After all the seminars, we were 
treated to a buffet lunch. During 
lunch, we had the honor of have 
Steve Millen joining us at our table, 
and talk to us. He was very person-

able and answered all our questions. 
Besides lunch, everyone also re-
ceived a goodie bag with several col-
lectable items in it. 
     After the Stillen tour, everyone 
got back on the buses, and we 
headed back to the hotel. Most peo-

ple went back to their rooms to relax 
and freshen up before the opening 
reception. 
     We went down to the reception 
location a little early so we could 

make sure we got a decent seat. They 
had just opened up the buffet line 
when we arrived so we were able to 
get some food and find a seat right 
away. Unfortunately, the hotel was 

not prepared for the number of peo-
ple that showed up. The food ran out 
quite quickly, and there weren’ t 
enough tables and chairs for every-
one in attendance. Food was brought 

out as it became available, and more 
tables and chairs were set up. Even-
tually everyone was able to settle 
down, and they began the program. 
The program mainly consisted of 
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speeches from several of the ZCCA 
folks and Nissan folks. 
     After the opening reception, sev-
eral of the folks from twinturbo.net 
decided to head over to Dromo 1 (the 
local karting facility) for a little prac-
tice session for an event that is 
scheduled for later in the week. We 

met some of the local southern Cali-
fornia guys and were able to get one 
race session in. Afterwards, we once 
again went to a local Hooters for 
some beer with new friends.  
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     Today, the convention folks had 
scheduled a drive to the Santa 
Monica Mountains. Instead of join-
ing them, we decided to take this day 
and check out some of the local sites. 
We got up a little late and decided to 
try a restaurant that was recom-
mended by fellow club member Sam 
Kim. We found the place and or-
dered the lobster as recommended. 
What came out was incredible. It was 
about a 5 – 6 pound lobster prepared 
and chopped up into little pieces. It 
was very good, and I would recom-
mend this place to anyone that likes 

sea food. 
     After lunch, we went to a place 
called Super Autobacs. Basically, 
this place is like a huge Auto Zone 
but they carry products from Japan. 
Both Kuah and I had our oil changed 
in preparation for a day at the track 
on Thursday. While waiting for our 
cars, we spent time just browsing the 

aisles and aisles of car parts. 
     Later in the evening, we had an 
early dinner at a local sushi bar then 
I went and attended the first ZCCA 
meeting. We didn’ t do much else as 
we had to get up early for a drive out 
to Willow Springs International 
Raceway. 
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     Today we got up early (about 
3:30am) to drive 110 miles to Wil-
low Springs International Raceway 
for an open track session. The drive 
out was pretty easy as there was little 
traffic. On the big track, they were 
running open sessions while on the 
smaller track they were running an 
autocross and drift exhibition. 
     I had signed up to run open lap-
ping sessions on the larger track. We 
were divided into four groups de-
pending on your experience level. I 
ended up running with the second 

group which was basically a begin-
ners group. My first session out was 
a little disappointing as I was stuck 
behind a much slower car. In this 
group, there was no passing at all. In 
my second session, I had much more 
fun. I figured out that if I got behind 
someone slow, I could just pull into 
the hot pits and wait for an opening 
then go back out onto the track with 
no one in front of me. 

     After my second session, we took 
a break for lunch. After lunch, I ran a 
third session. Since we were sched-
uled to attend the twinturbo.net ban-
quet later that evening, I decided to 
skip my last session, and head back 
to Long Beach a little early to try and 
avoid traffic. 
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a parking lot full of Z32’s. Before 
the banquet started, everyone was 
either checking out all the cars in the 
parking lot or mingling in the ball 
room. 
     It was cool to see old friends, and 
make new ones. Dinner was excel-
lent, and the presentation was well 
done. Today was a long day and we 
ended up calling it a night pretty 
early, and went back to our hotel to 
get some much needed rest.  

     Unbeknownst to me, LA traffic 
starts pretty early. We spent a little 
more than three hours to get back to 
Long Beach. We had just enough 
time to clean up and rest for about an 
hour before heading to the banquet. 
     T h e  o w n e r s  o f 
www.twinturbo.net put together a 
banquet for all those who visit their 
forum. The venue was the Queen 
Mary, a retired cruise ship that is 
permanently docked in Long Beach 
and serves as a hotel now. They had 
set up a section of the parking lot 
right in front of the ship just for the 
banquet attendees. It was cool to see � � � � ��� � 	 
�� 
� 
� �� ��� ��� �
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     Friday morning was the second 
and final ZCCA business meeting. 
You can read my PreZident’s Notes 
column to see the results of this 
meeting. Since today was basically a 
car clean up day, twinturbo.net de-
cided to host a kart challenge over at 
the local karting facility, Dromo 1. 
     We made our way over to Dromo 
1 around noon for an afternoon of 
kart racing. The way they set it up 
was that everyone got to race in four 
different qualifying races. Once eve-
ryone ran their qualifying races, the 

     Afterwards, most people went on 
to Dave & Busters for dinner and 
drinks. I decided to go back to the 
hotel so I could detail my car in 
preparation for the car show the next 
day. After detailing the car, we met 
up with club members Aikmeng 
Kuah, Doug & Trina Bickford, and 
Rich Kierig to go and find a place for 
dinner. We piled into Doug’s rental 
car (a PT Cruiser) and headed out 
looking for something different. We 
ended up driving around for an hour 
and ended up at a Chinese Restaurant 
in the northern part of L.A.  

top nine drivers were picked to run 
in a final race to determine the over-
all champion. 
     Although I wasn’ t running the 
fastest lap times, I somehow made 
the final race. I think it was because I 
was consistent, and had won a cou-
ple of my qualifying races or fin-
ished in the top three. Unfortunately 
for me, my kart was shut down dur-
ing the first lap, and I was given a 
warning for passing aggressively. 
After that, I could not recover and 
ended up placing dead last. All in all 
it was a fun event, and I’m glad I got 
to participate in it. 
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     Today was the last day of the con-
vention. In the morning, the car show 
was scheduled, and then later in the 
evening was the closing banquet. 
     We got up pretty early as the 
setup time for the car show was 7:00 
a.m. We arrived at Nissan USA 
headquarters to find a line of Z cars 
waiting to get in. We finally got into 

the facility and were directed to our 
assigned parking areas. I was parked 
in the stock 350Z class while Aik-
meng was parked in the Ultra Modi-
fied Z32 class. I did some last minute 
detailing then spent the rest of the 
day relaxing and checking out all the 
different cars at the show. It was 
very cool to see so many different Z 
cars as well as some unique Nissan 
vehicles. The show wound down 

around 4:00 p.m., so we packed up 
heading back to the hotel to clean up 
and get some rest. 
     The closing banquet started 
around 6pm. We got downstairs to 
the main ballroom to find a crowd of 
people waiting to get in. When we 
were finally allowed in, we grabbed 
a table with most of the Austin folks. 
Dinner was served, and everyone 
enjoyed the meal and conversation. 
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drove, and how comfortable it was 
considering how little room we had. 
I put ~4300 miles on the Z and aver-
aged ~24 mpg on this trip. It may be 
awhile before I do another road trip 
like this, but it was definitely worth 
it. If you ever get the chance to take 
your Z on a road trip, I highly rec-
ommend it.  

tion by heading up to Northern Cali-
fornia to visit some friends then on 
to Las Vegas for a couple nights be-
fore coming home to Austin. This 
road trip out to California was very 
enjoyable, and I’m glad I got the 
chance to make so many new friends 
at my second ZCCA convention. I’m 
looking forward to attending many 
more conventions in the future. I was 
surprised by how well the Roadster 

After dinner there were several 
speeches and then finally the awards 
banquet. Although no one in our 
group took home any awards or won 
any prizes, I believe we all had a 
great time. 
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     Sunday morning we checked out 
of our hotel, and continued our vaca-
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