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hen I was asked (or did 
I volunteer?) to write 
an article for our news-

letter about my Z, I began to ponder 
the idea of which Z would 
be the best and most inter-
esting for this article. 
Since we currently have 4 
Z’s living in our home and 

each has their own story, I 
didn’ t want to leave any 
one of them out.  So I 
made a decision to take 
this opportunity to talk 
about how & why this Z 
thing got here and a little 
about myself and my love 
for the Z. 
     So this is my little story 
of an affection or affliction with all 
things Z and I’m sticking to it. 
     The dream, or bug if you prefer, 
began back in 1972.  I was 
in the Air Force, and sta-
tioned in California when 
this new car came on the 
scene that was made in 

Japan.  It was an alterna-
tive to the muscle cars of 
the era.  I remember see-
ing this 240Z around the 
base, and found out it was 
owned by a B-52 pilot.  I 
also realized that with the 
$320.00 a month airman 
pay that my owning one of 
these was only a dream. 
     Then in 1974, I went to Thailand, 
and my focus was on things other 
than that red 240Z. My thoughts of 

cars were put on hold for a while. In 
1975 I returned home to the good old 
USA. I went home, and was sur-
prised to find that my dad, who as 

long as I could remember had only 
ever owned or driven a Dodge or 
Plymouth, had actually bought a Da-

tsun B210 for my mother to drive. I 
was, to say the least, shocked that 
my dad would buy a Datsun. Well, I 

had been gone for a while managing 
to save a few dollars; and, was going 
to be stationed in New Mexico to 
finish my four year commitment. I 

found that I needed 
wheels. I began to look 
around, with my dream of 
a Z a distant memory, but 
to my surprise & delight, I 
found a yellow with black 
interior 1971 240Z with 
58,000 miles 4-speed, 
stock with no rust for sale 
for $1,750. I had $1,000 
that was burning a hole in 
my pocket, and after test 
driving the car I was 
hooked and knew this was 
the car for me. 

     After an inspection of the car, I 
found a few minor things that needed 
attention: brakes and tires.  I negoti-

ated with the owner, and 
we agreed on $1,400. 
Needing $400, I  went and 
talked to my dad.  He and 
I went and looked at the 
car, and he talked to the 
owner.  Then he wrote the 
guy a check for $1,250, 
and gave me the keys.  He 
told me that I would have 
to buy insurance and tires 
and we could do a brake 
job.  So I was now the 
proud owner of my very 
own 1971 240Z, and it 

was as good as it gets.  
     I drove the car from Pennsylvania 
to New Mexico in the late summer of 
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1975, and arrived for my final year 
of Air Force duty at Cannon AFB in 
the town of Clovis, New Mexico. In 
the spring of 1979 I moved to Ama-
rillo, Texas with my Z, which now 
had 180,000 miles on it. 
The company I went to 
work for provided me with 
a company car, a new 
1980 Chevrolet Monte 
Carlo. I kept the Z until 
1982 when I was being 
transferred to Austin, and 
a decision was made to 
leave the old Z behind. It 
was pretty well traveled at 
the time, and I sold it to a 
guy in Canyon, Texas for 
$300. 
     From 1982 until 2000 I had 
owned one other Z: a 1982 280ZX 
that was just ok, but it didn’ t have 
the same effect on me like the ‘71. 
We also owned a Maxima, a Fron-
tier, a Quest and an Infinity J30, all 
of course were Nissan, just not a Z. 
     Moving forward to the 
spring of 2000, I found a 
1978 280Z on eBay.  The 
car was located in Del 
Rio, Texas; and, we took a 
trip to see this car.  It had 
been wrecked, and was 
rebuilt buy the owner who 
owned a paint and body 
shop. The car had some 
flaws but it was priced 
right, and I successfully 
bid on it for $3,000.  I had 
myself a blue ‘78 280Z. 
This was also my first 
eBay buying experience, and it was a 
good one. 
     In June 2000 we attended our first 

was elected treasurer in 2002. We 
made a total commitment to the club 
to help promote it, and make it the 
best Z Club in Texas. After a suc-
cessful Car Show in 2000, we knew 

that we had a good thing 
going with the Club, and 
that there were a lot of 
folks like us who had the 
same love and affection 
(or affliction) for all things 
Z (or at least Datsun/
Nissan). 
 
Our current fleet of Z’s 
include: 
 1) 1974 260Z, which is 
presently under construc-
tion, going through a com-

plete frame up, bumper to bumper 
restoration in Houston. We will re-
port on the progress in a future issue. 
2) 1973 240Z, this car was an offer 
we just couldn’ t pass up. 
3) 1990 300ZX NA, this is Karen’s 
daily driver. 

4) 1991 300ZX NA, my 
red ZX. 
 
     We would like to give a 
little background on each 
of these Z’s in future 
newsletter issues. 
     In the meantime the 6th 
annual CZOT Datsun/
Nissan Car Show is ap-
proaching, and we want to 
take this opportunity to 
invite everyone out for this 
our showcase event.  We 
hope this will be our big-

gest and best show, and look forward 
to seeing you all with your Z’s.  

Capital Z of Texas meeting, and it 
seemed like once again that old Z 
bug just jumped on up and bit us 
both (me & Karen). We attended the 
meeting and felt welcome; it has 

never seemed to matter what kind or 
condition of Z (or Datsun/Nissan) a 
person has, what seemed important 
was that we all have a common inter-
est - our love for the Z - and little 
else matters. 
     We both joined the club, and have 

been card carrying members ever 
since. I was elected treasurer in 2001 
and Vice President in 2002.  Karen 
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Hang in there! 
Driver lost control, drove up a guide wire and got tangled up in telephone wires. The driver immediately jumped out of 
the vehicle, ran down the street and caught a bus. I guess he was late to an appointment or something. 
 

Location: 
Texas 
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Honey!  I ’m home! 
 
Driver fell asleep and drove up a rock 
that was shaped like a ramp. The car 
was launched through the air and 
landed on top of a house, which then 
caught on fire. 
 

Location: 
Jefferson, West Virginia 
 

Injury Repor t: 
Driver had back injuries 
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n July 17th, Capital Z had 
set up a cruise, lunch, and 
car museum visit to 

Round Top, ending up at the Sterling 
McCall Old Car Museum. About 10 
cars departed from our monthly 
meeting spot at Tres Amigos at a 
little after 10:00 am, and headed 
south on Ed Bluestein where we 
caught FM 969 and rode it south into 
Bastrop. This was a fun scoot, and 
put us out right at the Chili’ s on the 

west side of Bastrop on 71. We then 
took a short ride east on 71 to Cart-
wright’s BBQ for lunch. We were 
met with a couple of Z roadster en-
thusiasts who rode in all the way 
from Abilene, and had a fine time 
filling up on good bar-b-q and Z talk. 
Of particular interest was the diagno-
sis of the failed brake lights on Bill 
and Karen Senkowsky’s latest acqui-
sition, a 5sp Z32 NA with all the per-
formance bolt-ons, “Must be low on 
blinker fluid.”  We’ ll leave the person 
responsible for that fine bit of analy-
sis anonymous, and just say that 
more sound minds prevailed and it 
did indeed turn out to be a relay 
(under the driver’s side taillight.) 
     At 1:00 pm, we headed out east 
on Hwy 71 towards La Grange. The 

run down 71 was a good opportunity 
for the group to stretch their legs, so 
to speak, and the pack broke up a bit 
into those with the lead feet and 
those with the light feet. We met up 
just short of our exit at the bakery off 
of the exit at Business 71, where we 
found Troy and Kelli Elms and a 
handful of Z Sport members from 
SA. The plan was to meet with the 
Houston crowd, and caravan up to 
the museum the rest of the way to-
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gether. Soon after, the Houston caravan arrived, with a 
large contingent of 350Zs and a smattering of early cars 
and Z32s, with one strange looking vehicle I don’ t recall 
seeing in the Nissan brochures leading the pack. Lo and 
behold, it was the infamous Dave Morreale and Co. in his 
PT Cruiser. After the appropriate grief was given to Dave, 
we all mingled for a bit and swarmed the bakery. What a 
sight it was to see almost nothing but Zs parked all along 
the front side, and paired up in two rows out by the front-
age road in front of the bakery! Several locals drove by 
and gawked, but of course, there were no gauntlets 
thrown down by any challenger foreign or domestic, and 
all seemed to generally appreciate the beauty of the ma-
chines. Soon we were on the road again to the museum, 
where we had a tour scheduled at 2:00 pm. Heading back 
on 71, we went east just a bit more to Hwy 159/237, then 
took a left; and, were soon at Sterling McCall’ s Old Car 
Museum. 
     We parked our cars and lined up for the tour, which 

took us through two buildings’  worth of antique and col-
lector vehicles. Of particular interest to many, was one of 
the ultra-rare Toyota 2000 GT coupes, an early Japanese 
supercar that most people have never seen in person be-
fore. There were Cadillac V16s, Auburns, Packards, 
Dusenburgs, and more, with a good selection of domes-
tics from the 30’s to the 50’s in the first building. All the 
gangster Depression-era cars were in the second building. 
All in all, there were probably a total of at least 120 cars 
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on the property – definitely well 
worth the trip. So, we spent a couple 
hours checking out the cars and chat-
ting with our fellow enthusiasts; but, 
it was soon time to move on home. 
The temperature was typical for 
Texas in mid-July in the upper 90’s, 
with the unshaded parking lot mak-
ing for hot interiors and sweaty Z 
nuts (that’s us). So we drove into 
town to get some tasty beverages 
before finding our way to highway 
290. 
     As we rolled out onto 290, my 
itchy right foot got the best of me, 
and I made my way to the head of 
the pack to “cool off the motor” . Al-
most immediately, my radar goes 
off, and simultaneously I see a 

marked local unfriendly headed the 
other direction. After briefly easing 
up, I stayed the course and soon saw 
the rest of the pack slowly disappear. 
While I made it back to the house in 
time to please the two bosses, I had a 
feeling one of the group had taken a 
hit. Sure enough, Rodel, being the 
trooper (no pun intended) that he is, 
again took one for the team (just like 
the time when the group was headed 
back from RCR on 123) and got 
popped for cruising along at a lei-
surely 90 in a 70. Must have been a 
radar malfunction caused by flying 
red Zs.  
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Ooops.  Just done it. 

Flash News Update! 
After Firestone, now Cater -
pillar to be sued for faulty 
cylinders. 
 
How in the world does someone man-
age to flip something like this over? 
 
What?  Oh, he drives an SUV to work. 
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apital Z of Texas knows 
BBQ! Our annual Spring 
BBQ Fundraiser/Show & 

Shine was held on Saturday May 
15th, 2004 at SPL Parts and Japanese 
Specialists in Round Rock. Members 
brought out their family & friends to 
enjoy the cars & good food and talk 
Z’s. 
     Jessie Corona fired up the BBQ 
pit around 10:00am and the cars be-
gan rolling in as if following the 
smoke. There were 20+ cars forming 
quite an array of Datsun/Nissan 
models ranging from the 240Z to 

C 

���� � �
 ���
 �� �� ���� �� �� ��� �
 ���
 �� �� ���� �� �� ��� �
 ���
 �� �� ���� �� �� ��� �
 ���
 �� �� ���� �� �� �� ���� ����

� * � �� #�+, - �� � . �� &� ( � ! �$� � �/�� " � 0 �1 �� " �� � �
Hosted by Capital Z of Texas and SPL Parts 
by Karen Senkowsky 
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350Z with numerous 300ZX TT & 
NA’s, 240SX’s, a Maxima, and a 
very nice Silvia. Everyone was asked 
to register if they wanted to have 
their car included in the Show & 
Shine. People’s Choice ballots were 
distributed to vote for the top 3 cars. 
     There was a little excitement 
when a Round Rock Police cruiser 
pulled into the parking lot. The car 
crept through and looked as if he was 
checking for expired stickers and the 
usual missing front plates. Then he 
finally stopped his car, got out, and 
immediately headed for a red 300ZX 
TT (former Prez Mike Willemsen’s 
car). He took off his sunglasses and 
stood in awe for what seemed like 
the longest time. He then headed for 
Rodel Bautista’s car and next to Aik-

meng Kuah’s car; and, then he fi-
nally spoke saying that he used to 
own a 300ZX back in high school 
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and was just admiring the cars. There 
was a sigh of relief from the crowd. 
By the time he left we made a new 
friend with Officer B. Quick (no kid-
ding, that’s his real name!) and his 
Police dog Vader. What can I say, 
it’ s a Z thing! 
     The food was great! We sold 
chicken and beef fajita plates with 
beans and rice with all the fixings. 
Raffle tickets were sold throughout 
the day for prizes donated by Mike 
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Morrison, Parts Manager at Maxwell 
Motor City Nissan in Round Rock. 
     After lunch the votes were tallied 
and The People’s Choice trophies 
were presented as follows: 
 

1st Place 
Rodel Bautista  1991 300ZX TT 

2nd Place 
Doug Bickford  1994 300ZX TT 

3rd Place 
Jessie Corona   1998 Maxima SE 
 
     Thanks to Kuah at SPL Parts for 
sponsoring the event and to Corky 
Matney at Japanese Specialists for 
opening up his shop and use of his 
parking lot. 
     Also thanks to Jessie for slaving 
over the BBQ pit, Tani McAlister for 
baking trays of brownies, Bill 
Senkowsky for the rice & beans 
(with Jorge’s help) and John Ko-
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nakci’s wife Susan for baking 
chocolate chip cookies. And to 
the usual suspects who helped 
make this event a success!  The 
event raised a net total of 
$176.15. 
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If you have any specific comments or questions about any of the ads, please contact the seller of 
the item directly.  If you would like to submit a classified ad, please go to our web site, click on 
the “Classifieds”  link, then go to the related section and submit the information requested. 
If there is a problem with an ad you have submitted or if you wish to change your ad’s description, 
please contact John Konakci at newZlettereditors@yahoo.com. 
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Original owner must sell because the garage won©t hold this one and the new 
350Z. New alternator, battery, water pump, clutch master and slave cylinders, 
and timing belt in the last 100 miles, so there are no surprises. Hate to let it go, 
but I can©t drive both cars. 
Contact Wayne A. Shirner at docwas@hot.rr.com or 254-933-7710 

1985 300ZX   $3,000 OBO 

Classified ads (Nissan- and Datsun-related items only please) 

are � � � �  for current members (in good standing). 

From Nissan Dealership:  1 slightly used stock 350Z wheel (front) 
MSRP $592.91             ASKING $150.00 

17”  x 7.5”  
Wheel was removed from a customer car due to wheel upgrade.  Wheel is in 
excellent condition with only a few hundred miles on it. 
Please contact Jorg Van Patten at 512-244-8520 or 800-371-8500 if interested. 

From Nissan Dealership:  1 slightly used stock 350Z wheel (rear ) 
MSRP $670.72             ASKING $150.00 

17”  x 8”  
Wheel was removed from a customer car due to wheel upgrade.  Wheel is in 
excellent condition with only a few hundred miles on it. 
Please contact Jorg Van Patten at 512-244-8520 or 800-371-8500 if interested. 

� � 	 
 � �� � 	 �� � � � �

Contact Sean Farrah at sfarrah@yahoo.com 
 
 

Brand New Factory Nissan Bra for  Z32   $80 OBO  
no 

picture 
available 
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Full Page 

$30 

Half Page 

$15 

Quarter  Page 

$8 

Business Card 

$5 

Other sizes are possible at the rate for the next higher size 

Classified ads are published free of charge for active club members 

� � 
 � � � 
 
 � 	 �%�
Published every two months by the Capital Z of Texas Car Club 

From Nissan Dealership: 3 slightly used stock 350Z wheels (front) 
for  Track model by Rays Engineer ing 
MSRP $1,430.12             ASKING $400.00 each 

18”  x 8”      Wheels are from a two returned customer vehicles.  In excellent 
condition with one having a very small, easily fixable cosmetic imperfection.  
Please contact Jorg Van Patten at 512-244-8520 or 800-371-8500 if interested. 

� � 	 
 � �� � 	 �� � � � �� � � � �3(  �

Comes with yellow silicone connectors/reducers. 
Contact Sean Farrah at sfarrah@yahoo.com 
 
 

Hard Pipe K it for  Twin Turbo Z32   $200 


