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Capital Z of Texas is a club dedicated to preserving and enjoying all kinds of 
Datsun/Nissan cars and their predecessors. Although a majority of our members 
drive Z's, there are also members with 510s, Maximas, 240 SXs, and even 
Roadsters! We are an eight years old club welcoming anyone from Austin and 
the surrounding Central Texas area who shares the same love for their car(s) as 
we do. Our current membership count is over 150 and growing. Come meet new 
people of all ages with a common interest in the Datsun/Nissan heritage and 
participate in our monthly social events. Some of our events include tours, car 
shows, technical sessions, and even weekly cruising to some of the more inter-
esting places in the Central Texas area. 

Club Mailing Address:   Capital Z of Texas,  P.O. Box 80844,  Austin, TX 78708-80844 

Visit the Capital Z of Texas Car Club’s web site at www.capitalzoftexas.com 
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ell, it’ s officially sum-
mer! We’ve had a few 
hundred degree days 

already, and I’m sure there will be 
plenty more. We’ re at the halfway 
point for the 2004 year and we’ve 
done quite a number of things. Club 
members have participated in drives 
out to the hill country, car shows, 
BBQ’s, and other events that allowed 
you to be among others with the 
same enthusiasm for their cars that 
you have with yours. There are 
plenty more events through the rest 
of the year so keep a look out in the 
newsletter as well as website for the 
latest in events. 
     Speaking of events, there is a ma-
jor event that will be happening in 
June. The 2004 International Z Car 
Convention will take place from June 
14 – 19 in Long Beach, California. 

Look to future issues of the newslet-
ter for a recap of all the festivities 
that will go on at the convention. 
Several club members plan on at-
tending so we should have good rep-
resentation from the club. 
     We’ve officially set the date for 
our 6th Annual Car Show for Satur-
day September 18, 2004. It will be 
held at Rudy’s BBQ in Round Rock, 
and preliminary planning has begun. 
We’ve already acquired a few spon-
sors, and are on the lookout for more. 
A car show committee has been put 
together, and we can always use 
more help with the show. If there is 
anyway that you can help, contact 
any of the officers, and we’ ll put you 
on the committee as well as keep you 
updated with all the planning. Sev-
eral members have already volun-
teered, but we can always use more 

W help. In return for your help, you will 
receive a staff shirt, free food and 
drinks throughout the day, as well as 
other gift items. This years show 
looks to be bigger and better than 
ever so come on out and help be part 
of it. 
     One of the goals I set for myself 
when taking the responsibility of 
being President of the club was to 
get more club members involved. It 
has been great seeing that goal come 
to fruition. This club would not be as 
great as it is without the members 
that make up the club. I look forward 
to seeing more of you come forward 
with your fresh ideas and talent. Re-
member, this club will only be as 
good as what you put into it. 
 
 Enjoy the Ride!  

nother issue, prepared 
with much care and atten-
tion, is in your hands. We 

hope you l ike what you see.  
Whether you do or not, please tell us 
what you think. 
     The first thing you will probably 
notice is that we have a lot of new 
advertisers:  Round Rock Nissan, 
RPM Raceway, Z Clinic, Japanese 
Motorsports, and SPL Parts.  Please 
show your appreciation to these and 
the other advertisers for their support 
of our club and the newZletter by 
seriously considering them for your 
business.  If they don’ t see any bene-

fit for advertising with us, they 
probably won’ t continue to advertise, 
and we don’ t want to lose their sup-
port for our club.  So lets all try and 
support the businesses that support 
the Club!  
     Our Editor Tani’s (pronounced as 
Tah-nee) ride comes to you as our 
cover story in this issue.  She has 
done quite a number of things to her 
car, with even more planned for 
later.  This is a good place to men-
tion that we are looking for club 
members to come forward with their 
rides that we can include as a fea-
tured ride in future issues.  Oh, and 

A 
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by Tani McAlister & John Konakci 

please do not think your ride is not 

worthy of being a Featured Ride just 
because all your planned/desired en-
hancements have not been completed 
yet.  Case in point:  Tani’s ride.  
Heck, my ’92 240sx is nearly bone 

stock, but I’m thinking about submit-
ting it as a Featured Ride.  So, c’mon 
guys; lets get more of your rides on 
the cover of our newZletter.  Every-
one has an interesting story to tell 
about their Beloved! 
     We are delighted that Ted 
Schwartz has joined our group of 
contributing writers.  In addition to 
his fine article about the status of his 
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by Rodel Bautista 
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Date Event Details 

June 6 SASCA Auto Cross @ The Alamo-
dome 

Registration 8:30-10:00 am; drivers meeting 10:30 am; first car out at 11 
am 

11 Import Racing Series at San Antonio 
Raceway 

Gates open @ 6 pm; heads up @ 9 pm 

14 ZCCA 2004 Int’ l Z Car Convention 
thru June 19 

Long Beach, CA 

24 Spokes Auto Cross #5 Location TBA 

28 CZOT Monthly Meeting Tres Amigos Restaurant and Cantina near  the intersection of Hwys 290 
and 183.  Map of meeting location and details are available on page 10. 

July 16 Import Racing Series at San Antonio 
Raceway 

Gates open @ 6 pm; heads up @ 9 pm 

17 Day trip to Sterling McCall’ s Old Car 
Museum in Warrenton, Texas 

www.oldcarcountry.com 

18 Spokes Auto Cross #6 Location TBA 

18 SASCA Auto Cross @ The Alamo-
dome 

Registration 8:30-10:00 am; drivers meeting 10:30 am; first car out at 11 
am 

26 CZOT Monthly Meeting Tres Amigos Restaurant and Cantina near  the intersection of Hwys 290 
and 183.  Map of meeting location and details are available on page 10. 

August 7 Z Club of Houston Annual New Braun-
fels Trip to Schlitterbahn Resort 

Contact Diana Moreal at DH37553@aol.com 

13 Import Racing Series at San Antonio 
Raceway 

Gates open @ 6 pm; heads up @ 9 pm 

15 SASCA Auto Cross @ The Alamo-
dome 

Registration 8:30-10:00 am; drivers meeting 10:30 am; first car out at 11 
am 

22 Spokes Auto Cross #7 Location TBA 

30 CZOT Monthly Meeting Tres Amigos Restaurant and Cantina near  the intersection of Hwys 290 
and 183.  Map of meeting location and details are available on page 10. 

To suggest events for the club, email club President Rodel Bautista at rbautista@activepower.com. 
 

Obvious Fine Print:  The events listed above are subject to change.  Check the web site and newZletter often for up-
dates.  Better yet, become a member and subscribe to the CZOT email list to get the latest updates and information! 

Datsun 510, expect to see a few more 
articles from him in future issues.  
Our regular contri butor and 
PreZident Rodel Bautista shares with 
us his observations at the Z Extrava-
ganza II car show in Houston.  There 
are also several articles about the 
newest Nissan and automotive news.  
Finally, a club member who chooses 

to stay anonymous has submitted a 
write-up covering some of the lesser 
known events that happened during 
the Club’s last hill country drive. 
     In addition to Part II of a column 
covering the new traffic laws, we are 
happy to introduce a new feature: 
weird and funny wrecked car photos.  
We thank wreckedexotics.com for 

allowing us to present you with some 
of their best photos. 
     Finally, check out the classifieds 
section at the end of the newZletter.  
There are some new items that ap-
pear to be really good deals. 
     Please send us your comments 
about what you like, don’ t like, and 
would like to see in future issue. 

�  &�#' � ��� #' � ! ' �<- #� �&� � !  >�



	 �

� �� � � � � 	� �  	! "#� � 	
� � � " �� � � 	

If you would like to share with us your thoughts, concerns, or feedback, 
please send your email to newZlettereditors@yahoo.com or mail them to 
Capital Z of Texas. P.O. Box 80844, Austin, Texas, 78708-80844.  We 
reserve the right to edit your letters for length, accuracy, and clarity. 

     We’d like to have a “Letters to the Editors”  section where members write in telling us 
what they like and dislike.  We’d like to hear your opinions and thoughts.  Please share 
them with us as Mr. Ficklin has done below: 
 
Longtime club member Mike Willemsen received the following letter recently and 
passed it on to us: 
 
Mike, 
I must say that the layout they have on your car in the latest newsletter was really great. 
Your article on it was very good and the pics just made my mouth water. You have really 
done yourself proud with that car. 
 
Congratulations!!! 
 
Thanks, 
Steve Ficklin 
steve@ficklin.org 
 
Steve was an original member of the club, and was an early VP and subsequently Treas-
urer in the first two years of the club.  He is rumored to have an early Z (S30) buried in 
the confines of his garage in boxes, and we one day hope to see his project come to light. 
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ith your membership to Capital Z of Texas, 
you can take advantage of some really in-
credible discounts. We are sponsored by all 

of the surrounding area Nissan dealers and receive dis-
counts as much as 20% off the cost of Genuine Nissan 
Parts as well as 20% off of labor and installation charges. 
With these discounts, a membership can pay for itself in a 
single visit or parts purchase! Dealership sponsors include 
Round Rock Nissan, Town North Nissan, South Point 
Nissan and San Marcos Nissan. We are also sponsored by 
some other great performance shops and parts vendors in 
the Central Texas area. Discounts range from 10% off of 
parts and 10% off of labor to 20% off of both. See our 
web site for more details about our Sponsors. 
 

Single Membership:  $25/year  
Family Membership:  $35/year  

 

Joining is Easy! 
   If you are reading the newsletter on your computer and 
are connected to the internet, simply click on: 

www.capitalzoftexas.com/forms/czot_registration.pdf 
to download our membership application form, then fill it 
out and mail it to us.  The membership application form 
can also be accessed from our club web site 
(www.capitalzoftexas.com) under the “Club Info”  link.  
Please contact any of the club officers if you have any 
questions regarding joining our club. 
   Whether you decide to join us or not, we would love to 
meet you at our next monthly club meeting (see an-
nouncement below) or next club event (see Calendar of 
Events section). 
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Walter Crabb 

Ed Kelly 

Kevin Le Blanc 

Don Ash 

Tyler Trovato 

Marc Thompson 

JT Madden 

Hubert Bell, Jr 

1977 280Z 

1984 300ZX Anniversary 

1991 300ZX TT 

1990 300ZX TT 

1992 300ZX TT 

1990 300ZX 

1990 300ZX TT 

1985 300ZX 
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OFFICIAL 

NOTICE OF EXPIRATION 

I t has come to our  attention that, 

unless emergency measures are taken, 
these members are set to EXPIRE! 

Please don’ t leave us.  

Member  Name Date  

Ian Edgerly June 2 

Austin Payne June 2 

Kevin Bledsoe June 4 

Al Kitamorn June 24 

Dave & Emilie Everett June 26 

Vickie Smith June 30 

Marcus Fifield June 30 

Browne & Diane Good- June 30 

Ron Nowak June 30 

Bill & Karen Senkowsky July 27 

Chris Hanusch July 28 

Tom Briones July 28 

Jasen L. Kennedy July 29 

Mike Willemsen August 22 

Kay Adams August 25 

Ann Guiyab August 25 
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by Dino Dalle Carbonare 

hat better way to celebrate NISMO’s 20th 
anniversary than with a run of special cars 
from Nissan’s racing department? Leading 

the pack is the 350Z S-tune GT sporting unique front and 

rear facsias inspired by Japanese race cars, topped by a 
large adjustable rear wing. The package is finished off 
with 19-inch NISMO wheels.  Under the hood sits a 300-
hp powerplant, while Ferrari F50 brakes make sure the 
car can stop as fast as it can accelerate. NISMO sells the 
S-tune GT only in Japan, but we’re assured Nissan plans 
to introduce the car outside the home market. Whether 
that includes the States remains to be seen. 
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The initial M45 didn’ t create much of a blip on 
the luxury-sedan radar screen, so Infiniti is up-
ping the ante for the second generation with all-
new sheetmetal and the latest in electronic driver 

assists: a lane-departure warning system (which was cov-
ered in a separate article in the previous issue). Other en-
hancements include an active rear-suspension system that 
provides some rear steering according to input and vehi-
cle speed (Super HICAS), plus stability control and an 
electronic key fob that allows starting without the hard-
ship of actually inserting a key into a switch.  The new 
M45 shares its 345-horsepower, dual-overhead-cam 4.5-
liter V-8 with the automaker’s flagship Q45 sedan.  The 

T 

M45 will be built on a strenghtened version of Nissan’s 
FM architecture (350Z, G35 coupe and sedan, FX SUV) 
when it goes on sale next sping as an ‘06. 

issan will expand its performance-oriented SE-
R lineup when it unveils the Altima SE-R. Tar-
geted at buyers who want high levels of per-

formance for under $30,000, the 2005 Altima SE-R 
comes with aggressive front and rear fascias, a rear 
spoiler, smoked taillights, silver-painted brake calipers, 
forged 18-inch wheels, larger disc brakes, and a stiffer 
suspension with thicker anti-roll bars. Inside, the SE-R 
features the upgraded interior of other 2005 Altimas, but 
adds sport seats and a center-mounted three-pod gauge 
package similar to that found in the 350Z. Under the 
hood, the SE-R delivers 250-plus horsepower from a 3.5-
liter V-6, which can be mated to a six-speed manual or a 

N 

five-speed automatic. Nissan will also show the all-new 
2005 Xterra SUV. 
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could return to 50,000 deaths a year 
by the end of the decade. 
     In 2003, more than half of those 
killed in passenger vehicles were not 
wearing safety belts. Forty percent of 
all fatalities, or 17,401 deaths, were 
alcohol-related, essential ly un-
changed from 2002. 
     Runge said those figures under-
scored the need for states to adopt 
standard safety-belt enforcement 
laws and to get tougher on drunken 
drivers. 
     "This problem will not be solved 
in Washington, D.C., alone," said 
Runge. "We need the cooperation of 
every American to drive responsibly, 
fasten his or her safety belt and care 
for each other's safety on the roads." 
     Runge, an emergency room phy-
sician, has also raised the potential 
dangers of light trucks sharing the 
road with smaller passenger cars and 
has addressed the propensity of 
SUVs to roll. 
     Sport utility deaths went up by 
456 with more than two- thirds of 
victims not wearing seat belts, the 
safety agency said. 
     "A large part of the problem is 

keeping all four wheels on the road-
way," Runge told reporters about the 
rollover propensity of SUVs. Some 
manufacturers have addressed the 
problem but Runge wants more 
safety changes. For instance, his 
agency is proposing a standard to 
improve the strength of vehicle roofs 
to reduce rollover deaths. 
     Cars have a slight edge in sales 
over light trucks, which include 
SUVs, pickups and minivans. But 
SUV sales rose more than 10 percent 
last year. 
     Consumer and safety groups have 
long targeted SUVs as unsafe, and 
are pressuring the government to 
mandate tougher design changes. 
SUV safety and other provisions are 
included in highway legislation 
awaiting final consideration in Con-
gress. 
 
"Affordable, feasible safety improve-
ments could help prevent the rising 
death toll in SUVs," said Joan Clay-
brook, president of consumer group 
Public Citizen. 

W A S H I N G T O N 
(Reuters) - The number 
of U.S. traffic deaths 

rose nearly 1 percent in 2003 and 
reached a 13-year high at 43,220, the 
government reported on Wednesday. 
     It was the fifth straight year road 
deaths rose, although passenger car 
fatalities decreased. Sport utility ve-
hicle deaths went up roughly 10 per-
cent over 2002, with more than half 
of the victims in those crashes killed 
in rollovers. Motorcycle deaths also 
jumped. 
     The National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration said prelimi-
nary figures showed 405 more high-
way deaths overall in 2003 than the 
previous year and the most since 
1990 when 44,509 people were 
killed. 
     Despite the increase in the annual 
death count, the fatality rate per 100 
million vehicle miles traveled re-
mained constant at 1.5 deaths be-
cause more people were on the road. 
     But Jeffrey Runge, the safety 
agency's administrator, expressed 
alarm at that figure and said it had to 
drop measurably soon or the country 
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Mike Willemsen’s 1991 300ZX TT, which was the Featured Ride in our previous issue, 
was featured in Nissan Performance Magazine’s June 2004 issue.  The article, which is 
the same as the one we published, can be accessed at 
www.nissanperformancemag.com/june04/willemsen/ 
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ewer than one in every 100 
new vehicles sold each year 
are sports cars, yet these are 

what most enthusiasts dream of own-
ing.  The good news is sales of sports 
cars have increased by more than 

eight percent so far this model 
year—obviously not everyone is 
switching to SUVs.  While sales of 
most popular sportsters have fallen, 
two new models, the Mazda RX-8 
and Chrysler Crossfire, have brought 

in sales of more than 10,000 cars for 
the segment so far this year.  Cor-
vette fans can smile: It regained its 
title as the top-selling sports car for 
the month in January, ironically just 
when the new C6 was announced. 
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by John Rettie at MOTOR TREND 

F 
 2004 

Model Year  

2003  

Model Year  

 

% Change 

Nissan 350Z 9,422 13,179 -29 

Mazda RX-8 8,465 0 n/a 

Chevrolet Corvette 8,285 9,584 -14 

BMW Z4 5,926 4,996 +19 

Porsche 911 3,027 3,431 -12 

Mazda Miata 2,707 2,229 +21 

Chrysler Crossfire 2,320 0 n/a 

Honda S2000 2,073 2,363 -12 

Audi TT 1,963 2,775 -29 

Porsche Boxster 1,526 2,339 -35 

M-Benz SLK-Class 1,433 1,695 -15 

Toyota MR2 Spyder 741 1,061 -30 

Dodge Viper 468 417 +12 

Acura NSX 39 66 -41 

Sales figures are from October 2003 to January 2004 for model year 2004 and October 2002 to January 2003 for model 
year 2003.  Source: Manufacturers 
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One of our very own member’s business was featured in an article for Sport Compact 
in the May 2004 issue.  The article features SPL’s pro suspension parts.  Congrats to 
Kuah! 
 
To read the article go to or click on 
http://sportcompactcarweb.com/projectcars/0405scc_project300z/ 
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Available in bronze and silver; 17” 

Applies to MY00-04 2.5S, SE-R and 
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Available in bronze and silver; 16” 

Applies to MY00-04 Frontier & Xterra � � � 	 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � �  

Description P/N Application Z Club Price (Set of 4) 

Wheel Bronze 16” 4030S-RSD2020 MY00-04 Frontier/Xterra V6 non-VDC $1,590 plus tax 

Wheel Silver 16“ 4030S-RSD2010 MY00-04 Frontier/Xterra V6 non-VDC $1,590 plus tax 

Wheel Bronze 17”x7.5” 4030S-RN75020 Sentra MY00-04 2.5S, SE-R and Spec V $975 plus tax 

Wheel Silver 17”x7.5” 4030S-RN75010 Sentra MY00-04 2.5S, SE-R and Spec V $975 plus tax 

Wheel Bronze 18”x8.5” 4030S-RN88920 MY03-04 350Z and MY04 Roadster w/o side airbags 

Wheel Bronze 18”x9.5” 4030S-RN89220 MY03-04 350Z and MY04 Roadster w/o side airbags 

Set of 4 

$2,072 plus tax 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY !!! 

Rodel Bautista June 5 

Samuel Kim 5 

Kevin Bledsoe 13 

David Goldston 29 

David Hamlin July 11 

Ed Kelly 16 

Marcus Fifield 17 

Jessie Corona 18 

Sammy Morales 19 

Kendyl Johns 24 

Patrick Earnest 25 

Mike Willemsen 31 

Browne Goodwin 25 

John Konakci 26 

Irma Bustillos 28 

Samuel A Stipe August 8 

Christopher Dawson 16 
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Only 15,000 of these special booklets have been printed.  Our club 
has received a very limited supply of Limited Edition 350Z booklets.  
They have been distributed to active members in attendance during 
the last couple of monthly dinner meetings.  The booklets are full in-
famous photos, many you will recognize from the most recent Z com-
mercials.  If you love Zs, you have gotta get one.  But to do so, you 
have to be an active member.  If your membership has recently ex-
pired, this may a great time to renew it!  Please contact Rodel 
Bautista, our club’s PreZident on how to arrange to receive one once 
you have renewed your membership or become our newest member. 

Car : 
2001 Dodge Ram 

Descr iption: 
Drunk driver missed an S-turn at 7:00 in 
the morning, veered off the road and 
slammed through the front door of this 
house. 
Witnesses rushed into the house to see if 
everyone was okay only to discover the 
driver smoking a cigarrette in the kitchen. 
The drunk driver said: "Watch out now, I'm 
gunna try to back this sucka out"! Police 
arrived shortly and hauled the man away. 

Location: 
Kokomo, Indiana 
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These laws took effect on September 1, 2003 

·  SB 439 makes it illegal to add re-
flective material, lights, emblems 
or anything else that changes the 
color of the license plate or makes 
it difficult to read the letters on the 
license plate. The name of the 
state where the vehicle is regis-
tered must be visible.  

 

·  SB 613 suspends the driver license 
of anyone under the age of 21 who 
is convicted of the manufacture, 
delivery, possession, transporta-
tion or use of an abusable volatile 
chemical. 

 

·  HB 2096 makes human trafficking 
a second-degree felony; if the per-
son trafficked is younger than 14 
years of age or the commission of 
the offense results in the death, the 
offense is a first-degree felony. 

The bill also makes it a Class B 
misdemeanor to transport a person 
in a trailer or semi-trailer. 

 

·  HB 292 strengthens an existing 
law and allows a police office to 
have a blood or breath alcohol 
sample taken from a driver in-
volved in an alcohol-related crash 
that kills or seriously injures an-
other person, either in a motor ve-
hicle or a boat. 

 

·  SB 895 requires that a parent or 
family member participating in the 
Parent-Taught Driver Education 
Program have a valid license for 
the previous three years. The li-
cense cannot have been sus-
pended, revoked or forfeited dur-
ing the past three years for traffic-
related violations. 

·  SB 1445 amends the current law 
to allow limited use of electronic 
information from the magnetic 
strip on the back of driver licenses 
by banks-and Texas Parks and 
Wildlife and its vendors. 

 

·  HB 148 makes it a Class A misde-
meanor to manufacture, sell or 
possess a placard that is decep-
tively similar to a disabled parking 
placard without proper authoriza-
tion. A person also commits a 
Class B misdemeanor if they 
knowingly park in a space desig-
nated for persons with disabilities 
using a counterfeit placard. 

 
    (more to come in next issue) 
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     We’ re proud to welcome the newest member of the fam-
ily: Ted Schwartz’s new 1989 240SX.  We’ ll learn more 
about the newest addition to the family in the next newZlet-
ter. 
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or the past two months, I 
have had the joy of driving 
Rob’s (my fiancé) ’94 300 

ZX Twin Turbo back and forth to 
work instead of my ’98 240sx to 
save wear and tear on the 300 since 
Rob is working for Alcoa which is 
50 miles away in Rockdale.  Lucky 
me!  Since I am usually the passen-
ger in the TT, being the driver has 
been a blast.  The exhilaration of be-
ing able to go from 0 to 60 in a mat-
ter of seconds, is quite an intoxicat-
ing experience!  It’ s also been inter-
esting that as I drive the TT, I’ ve 
noticed I get a lot of waves from 
other Z32 and even some 350Z own-
ers. Sooner or later, I’m going to 
have to give up this intoxicating 
habit; and, resume driving my Ultra 

Red Slowmagik 240sx KA24DE.  
How the mighty will fall when this 

all too inevitable time will come.  
Perhaps if I pout enough, maybe I 
can still keep the keys?  Probably 
not. 
     That’s not to say my 240sx isn’ t 
special because it’ s not your run-of -
the-mill stock 240 anymore.  Rob 
bought it for me on Valentines day in 

2003, and it is the best Valentines 
day gift I’ ve ever received I might 
add.  The car only had 48k miles on 
the engine, and did not have any af-
termarket parts, unless you count an 
old crappy after-market cassette ra-

dio.  The cassette radio was the first 
thing to go!  We replaced it with a 
groovey blue Panasonic LED display 
CD player immediately.  The factory 
BOSE speakers were shot too, and 
were replaced with nice Polk Audio 
speakers.  The car also didn’ t have a 
viscous limited slip differential 
(VLSD) either, but it did have nice 
black leather seats so I wasn’ t too 

bothered by the lack of a VLSD until 
I figured out that the tires spun like 
crazy, and not in a good way, when 
the roads were wet. 
     We bought the car with thoughts 
of doing an engine swap at some 
point in time.  Which engine to get?  
This is also an on-going discussion at 
our house too.  I like the idea of 6 
cylinders, especially since I have no 
plans of converting the car to man-
ual.  (Yes, I can hear the copious, 
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“AWWWWs!” everyone is probably 
thinking.) �   So it’ ll be an RB20 or  
RB25.  More than likely, the RB20 
since it’ s .5 liters less, and I’ ll still 
get decent gas mileage with the en-
gine.   However, there are a lot of 
things to upgrade on the car before 
we drop in a shiny J-spec engine. 

     The first upgrade was a small one.  
We bought a pair of tension rods 
from SPL Parts in Round Rock, 
Texas.  Although this was a small 
upgrade, it greatly improved the 
car’s handling by providing more 
steering response and feedback.  The 
stock tension rods on my car had 
rubber bushings, and the bushings 
were completely shot which made it 
difficult to get them off the car.  We 
got a pair of Kuah’s SPL Parts ten-
sion rods which are adjustable, al-
lowing for better front caster adjust-
ment.  Since my front castor was also 
way off where it should have been, 
my car was aligned much better after 

us about $150, and the time it took to 
do the install. 
     So what was next?  A VLSD! 
 Now this upgrade was beyond in-

credible.  It was phenomenal.  I 
could not believe how much better 

we installed the tension rods. 
     Second on the list of upgrades 
was Z32 brakes.  The stock cast iron 
calipers on the 240sx are single pis-
ton with 9.8 inch rotors.  Upgrading 
the stock brakes with Z32 four piston 
calipers and 11 inch rotors was an 

incredible improvement.  I wasn’ t 
sure what to expect, and I was com-
pletely amazed at how much better 
the car stopped after the brake up-
grade.  The donor Z32 rotors came 
from Rob’s old 2+2, and we bought 
the calipers online off an E-bay user.  
We also upgraded the brake lines 
with braided Teflon brake lines also 
from SPL parts: 
     All in all, the brake upgrade cost 
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my car handled, not only in the rain, 
but also in acceleration.  This up-
grade was not an easy one however.  
It took Rob a couple of days to com-
plete.  Most of that was due to hav-
ing to run back and forth to Vans, 
O’Reilly and Autozone for various 
tools and parts.  We bought the 
VLSD from a guy in California for 
$300.  The VLSD came off of an NA 
300ZX show car that only had about 
40k miles on it, so it wasn’ t driven 
hard. 
     Buying the VLSD was the easy 

part.  We also had to find rear axles 
from a J30 since my stock axles 
would not line up with the 300ZX 
differential flanges.  Fortunately, that 
turned out to be fairly easy as we 

found a pair for only $30 from a guy 
in Arkansas. 
     The difficulty came mostly in part 
due to the bolts being stuck.  It took 
a while to get the rear axles off of the 
spindles, and even longer to get the 
differential off due to the placement 
of the spare tire well and the location 
of the bolts that held the differential 
in place as you can see from the pic-
ture.  We used the jack to hoist the 
new differential into place, and from 
there all that was left was getting all 
the bolts back on to connect the dif-
ferential and the axles and drive 
shaft. 
     Finally the moment of truth:  did 
we get it all right?  Would the VLSD 
perform as it should, and both tires 
spin instead of one?  As it turned out, 
it had been raining for two days, and 
the roads were plenty slick.  So we 
were really able to get a feel for how 
much a viscous limited slip differen-
tial would improve my car’s han-
dling as indeed it did.  Instead of one 

tire spinning and making my rear end 
“ floaty,”  as I call it, both tires spun.  
My tires got better grip improving 
my traction by quite a bit.  For the 
240sx owners in the Club, I highly 
recommend doing this upgrade first 
if your car does not have a VLSD.  It 
will improve the car’s handling, and 
it’ ll feel like a different car all to-
gether. 
     After the VLSD install, we hap-
pened upon a blue AEM cold-air in-
take that was gently used for $80 on 
E-bay.  Since a brand new AEM 
cold-air intake is around $250, we 
figured, “Why not?”   I figured it 
would look neat if nothing else.  So 
did it help?  It does seem to help a 
little, and the blue bling looks nice. 
     The last thing we installed on my 
car cost $600.  I guess after this in-

stall, you could say my car is a Zebra 
with Z32 calipers, rotors, and VLSD.  
So what did we add for $600?  350Z 
track model seats with black Katzkin 
leather covers.  Although the seats in 
my car looked really nice, over time 
the black leather had gotten really 
hard; and, on long trips my car was 
not very comfortable to ride in.  
Thanks to E-bay (again) we found 
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rods and tie rod ends, and adjustable 
front lower arms, and perhaps a set 
of silver 5Zigen FNO1RCs (17x8 
and 17x9).  Maybe Santa will think 
I’ ve been a good girl, and bring them 

for Christmas?  (Well, anything’s, 
possible!) 

     The last thing we spent money on 
for my car was a windshield, al-

though this was a forced ‘upgrade.’  
Two weeks, ago a buzzard decided to 
play pattycake with my car’s wind-

shield as Rob was driving to work.  
So, we’ve also had to have it re-

the answer to this problem.  I had 
read on one of the 240sx message 
boards that the 350Z seats would 
“bolt in.”   This was not quite the 
case.  The seats almost bolted in, but 
were different enough that their in-
stall required some very specialized 
welding.  Fortunately for us, our me-

chanic, John Shea at Japanese Mo-
torsports, has a tech that is quite 
skilled with the welding torch.  John 
had also recently bought a 1994 
240sx convertible that had cloth inte-
rior that was in a sad state that he 
was trying to sell.  So John’s 240 got 
my old leather seats; and, my 240 got 
fabulous 350Z seats.  My car is a 
much more comfortable ride now!  
So now I’m wondering what other Z 
part(s) will find their way into my 
car. . . 
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“ Bobby Cloud won’ t be beat on rate!”  
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     I didn’ t have to wonder long, as I 
serendipitously came across a set of 
300 ZX NA wheels and tires for a 
mere $200!  So now we have wheels 
multiplying in our new garage as we 
also picked up a pair of 300ZX rims 
earlier in the summer. The Z wheels 
do seem to help the car handle cor-
ners a little better, but my suspension 
is so soft!  There is still too much 
body roll.  Hopefully some upgraded 
sway bars will improve the feel of 
the car in corners along with up-
graded suspension.  What suspension 
setup to get?  That’s the tricky ques-
tion at our house right now.  Since 
the car is to remain my daily driver 
(or Rob’s rather until he gets a job 
closer to home),  I don’ t want it so 
stiff it jars my teeth out, but at the 
same time I don’ t want it to feel like 
a jello mold that’s just been released 
from captivity!  Any suggestions?  
Send them my way via e-mail.  I’d 
appreciate it! 
     We still have plenty of things on 
our list to upgrade on the car before 
we’ re ready for the engine install, but 
the suspension components are next 
since my current setup is jello-a-la-
mode. Many of the suspension parts 
will come from SPL Parts.  So ex-
actly what’s on my SPL Parts wish 
list?  Subframe bushing collars, tie 
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“ This phone is out of order.  We are taking it into our custody.”  
Police in pursuit had to dodge a pedestrian and ended up taking out a fire hydrant and telephone booth.  
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placed!  Lucky for us, Morris Glass 
came highly recommend; and, I have 
to say they did an excellent job!  I 
drove my car to work the next day, 
and they came out to replace the 
splattycaked windshield.  Naturally 
being a concerned car owner, instead 
of  going back into the ai r-
conditioned computer room, I 
watched the install.  It was pretty 

interesting to see how the windshield 
was replaced.  They took great care 
in removing the old glue, and the 
molding.  It didn’ t take very long 
either.  Good thing it didn’ t cost an 

arm and a leg either since I don’ t 
have any left from the current gas 
price hikes! 
     My car has become quite the la-
bor of love for the both of us, as 

most of the things we’ve upgraded 
on it we’ve been able to do our-
selves.   Of course the saying is: 

Ugly Redheaded Step child; but, that 
certainly doesn’ t apply to my beauti-
ful 240sx now does it?  But, I sup-
pose beauty is in the eye of the be-
holder. 
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he Z Club of Houston along 
with Sterling McCall Nissan 
hosted Z Extravaganza II on 

Saturday April 24, 2004. Z Extrava-
ganza II was a ZCCA judged car 
show at the Sterling McCall facilities 
in Houston, Texas. There were tons 
of raffle prizes as well as free BBQ 
for all those that attended. As with 
previous car shows in the Texas area 
the last couple of years, rain was in 
the forecasted.  Although rain was in 
the forecast, two club members took 
the drive down to Houston to repre-
sent Capital Z of Texas. Club mem-
ber Sam Kim and his wife Youson 
drove down in his 1991 300ZX TT 
along with President Rodel Bautista 
and his fiancé Aurora in their 2004 
350Z Roadster. Besides the rain, 
there were no incidents on the drive 
down to Houston, and they actually 
made pretty good time arriving well 
before the judging began. 
     After checking in and registering, 
the cars were parked; and, Sam, 
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Youson, Rodel & Aurora began the 
task of drying the cars and doing 
some last minute detailing. Once the 
cars were clean, it was time to relax 
and enjoy the show. Raffle prizes 
were given out throughout the day, 
and BBQ was served at lunchtime. 

     Judging was completed on time, 
and the VP of events for the Z Club 
of Houston, David Morreal, gathered 
everyone for the trophy presentation. 
Both Sam and Rodel did well, and 
took a trophy home. Sam received 3rd 
place for Z32 Daily Driver Class, 
and Rodel received 1st place for 
Stock 350Z Class. Although it rained 
most of the day, there were still 29 
cars that entered the show, and there 
were lots of spectators coming 
through and checking out all the 
cars. The Z Club of Houston also 
raised $600 and over 300 pounds of 
food for the Houston Food Bank. 
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s most of the club folks know, I have sold my 
clean 1981 280zx in favor of a 240sx; but, few 
know the entire story, though it’s been men-

tioned in passing. 
     I sold the Z and purchased the SX with a plan in mind.  
I’m a father of three.  When the need to drive my kids 

somewhere came up, it always fell to my trusty 510 
wagon to make the trip which has served me well.  Over 
time I had been working on it, and I had the car pretty 
much mechanically where I wanted it, leaving only com-
pletion of the body work on my list. 

     To begin the paint prep on the wagon, I had to get a 
car capable of acting in the kid carrying capacity; but, had 
no budget at all with the Z still in the stable.  Once it sold, 
I had to replace it with something serving the purpose, 
and hopefully another Nissan.  Despite the used car mar-

ket being saturated, good used Nissans were few and far 

between. I test drove a couple of Maximas and even a 
Mazda before getting a lucky break on the new 240sx. 
     The car came to me cheap with a timing chain issue (it 

ate the front cover causing coolant to mix with the oil) 
and a set of steel wheels.  The day it was to get on the 
road I was out picking up its new shoes when the worst 
befell the wagon. 
     From here I’ ll let the pictures tell the tale for a bit. 

     After it’s collision with a Chevy pickup truck, the 
wagon no longer ran; and, my new Griffin radiator, that I 
had put in with such pride, was now toast.  So I slowly 
began the process of stripping things off to get my little 

510 back on the road, and with the support of the 510 
community I have a ready supply of parts. 
     While still not on the road, I have made some progress 
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by removing the radiator, pulling the front end out enough 
to free the motor and stripping off the worst of the dam-
aged panels which leaves the car with no front fenders for 
the moment.  The good news here is that the car does run 
again.  The motor has a direct drive fan, and this was 

wrapped up in the radiator.  Once free, things turned right 
over and the car can be driven, if only for a few minutes 
at a time due to the lack of a radiator. 

     So far I have to thank Mike Morrison, parts manager 
of Round Rock Nissan for his donation of a stock Datsun 
radiator, and Paul Harmatuk for his generous donation of 
fenders, hood and other front end parts (which I still need 
to pick up from him). 
     While it may take a while the wagon will live again. 
 
     Stay tuned for more progress reports in the newZletter. 
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hirteen cars got together for 
the Best of Hill Country 
Cruise on a cloudy, over-

cast morning on Saturday April 17, 
2004.  The meeting place was the top 
floor of the parking garage at Shep-
herd Mountain Plaza.  The views of 
Lake Travis and the Hwy 360 bridge 
from the top deck of the garage were 
pretty amazing.  While the sun was 
hiding from us in the cool morning 
weather, the skies cleared up by the 
time we got to our second pit stop.  
Detailed route maps were handed out 
to each driver, and ,after a short 
meeting, we got the engines started 
and took off for our planned flight 
route through the hill country. 

     Joining us for the cruise were 
mostly Z cars of many generations 
(including many Z32 300ZXs and 
one 350Z Roadster), a couple of 
240SXs (one S13 and one S14), and 
a couple of Infiniti G35s (one of 
them was a loaner car).  A couple 
people drove longer than most:  Rus-
sell Zotz drove up from San Antonio 
and Jasen Kennedy drove down from 
Killeen.  It was great to see them 
again.  Despite this being one of the 
smallest turnouts I have ever seen, 
the small group allowed us to stay 
together virtually the whole drive. 
     Rob James and Tani McAlister 
didn’ t make it to the meeting point 
but somehow managed to find the 

group and catch up later (despite 
having no map of the route).  Here’s 
how Tani explains what happened: 
 

“We were sitting at a four way 
stop about to go home.  While 
talking to Kuah on the cell, a 
BMW motorcyclist went through 
the intersection.  He looked over 
at us, passed us, then turned back 
around.  He drove up to the car, 
and asked if we were looking "for 
a bunch of Nissans?  They went 
right up the hill."  We thanked 
him kindly, and drove like hell to 
catch up with everybody.”  

 
     The 188.8 mile route from Austin 
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to Margarita’s restaurant in George-
town took us through four counties 
with two pit stops.  The drive was 
full of all kinds of elevation changes, 
flat long straight-aways, fun curves 
(some fairly sharp), a few roller-
coaster ups and downs with high-g 
dips at the bottom, and beautiful 
scenery throughout the route.  A cou-
ple fellows were so joyous from 
driving on the roller coaster-like hills 
that they couldn’ t help but share their 
joy by shouting “Yeehaaaaa!”  into 
their radio for everyone to hear. 
     To my surprise and delight, there 

“ I thought the route was 
great! There were some nice 
roads with plenty of twists 
and turns as well as elevation 
changes. I especially enjoyed 
CR 220. It felt like a roller 
coaster and it was cool 
feeling the car suck down to 
the pavement at the bottom of 
the dips.”  
 
 Rodel Bautista 
2004 350Z Roadster 

was very little traffic – just a few 
cars throughout the whole route, with 
one exception.  On Lime Creek Road 

the extremely slow – we’re talking 
bicycle speeds slow – pace of a pre-
sumably novice group of weekend 
Harley riders tempted many of us to 
commit aggravated assault with a 
sports car; but we’ re happy to report 
that wiser minds prevailed (with the 
help of a few bottles of Maalox).  
This was the first time I wanted 
Lime Creek Road to come to an end 
quickly for my suffering behind the 
Harleys was getting to be unbear-
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“ The cruise was a non-stop 
adrenaline rush! It was 
amazing that I never knew 
these fun roads were all in my 
backyard, and I©m grateful I 
kept my license.”  
 
Kenneth Ray Reed 
2004 Infiniti G35 

Despite the moderate pace, it has 
been rumored that in Rob’s 300ZX 
TT Tani was stone-faced throughout 
the cruise as she was focused on 
making a fine imprint of her hands 
underneath her thighs on the passen-
ger-side leather seat (she ain’ t called 
Grandma for no reason). 
     I was driving one of the 240SX’s.  
Everyone was very nice to me by 
letting me stay the lead car and not 
passing me.  I guess they didn’ t want 
to hurt my feelings.  Or, someone 
more cynical may interpret this as 
my being used as the proverbial sac-
rificial lamb in case there were any 
speed traps!  At this time, I am going 
to assume that they were just being 
very nice since we were never speed-

ing. 
     Of course, as always, we did our 
best to drive as safely as possible.  
And with me in the lead car with my 
little old stock 240SX nobody ex-
pected us to break speed records.  
The car’s almost 13 years old with 
198,271 miles on the odometer.  It’ s 
practically at the end of its life.  I am 
fortunate that it can actually haul 
itself around.  Moreover, since I 
never intend to speed, I have never 
purchased a radar detector, and with-
out one, I really don’ t feel comfort-
able driving over the speed limit.  I 
don’ t want to risk getting a ticket and 
ruining my clean driving record.  
Yeah, there was no speeding, what-
soever.  I am very sorry if I upset the 
rally by being such a slow-poke, but 
you could’ve passed me when you 
had the chance, which were many.  
Don’ t be so nice to me next time. 
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able.  I am also further convinced that 
the muffler design team at Harley 
Davidson is totally deaf. 
     We had a “spirited”  drive, which 
basically means that we were going 
fast enough that nobody got bored.  
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     We know that our friends in law 
enforcement were out in full force 
ensuring that no excessive speeding 
was being conducted on any of 
Texas’s highways, including those 
that we were leisurely driving on.  
We believe the following exchange 
took place in at least one sheriff’s 
deputy’s car: 

Bibibeeeep...bibibeeep…bibibeeeep…(the radar gun sounding off) 
Deputy Jack:  Hey Joe!!!  Is that speed reading correct?!  Are they going 
that fast?! 
Deputy Joe:  Naaaaah…can’ t be!  The lead car is an old stock 240SX.  It’ s 
impossible!  Darn radar detector is messed up again! 
Deputy Jack:  Yeah, you’ re right…it’s not possible.  Let ‘em go.  Hey, 
hand me ‘nother donut, will ya? 

 
     We appreciate the work our friends in law enforcement do to keep our roads 
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“ The cruise was fantastic.  I 
learned so much in a way that 
I never knew my car could 
handle so well!  The scenery 
and route were an excellent 
choice.  Pace was fine, too 
bad that RED 240sx was in 
the way :P  Restaurant food 
was excellent, some of the 
best Mexican food I have had 
in a while. 
 
Can©t wait till the next one.”  
 
 Russell Zotz 
2004 Infiniti G35 

safe for everyone, sometimes at the 
expense of their health and waist-
lines. 
     There were two pit stops: One at a 
gas station in Briggs (in Burnet 
County) and another in Rivers Bend 
Park (in Bell County) by Stillhouse 
Hollow Lake.  These stops gave us a 
chance to stretch our legs, use the 
restroom facilities, and take some 
pictures. 
     It was great that so many of you 
brought your FRS radios, including 
Russell’ s circa 1935 radio passed on 
to him by his ancestors which 
worked surprisingly well.  My radio 
was brand new and I thought I had 
programmed it correctly.  All of the 

calls I made went unanswered and, 
unfortunately, I was out of loop of 
the radio conversations until we got 
to Briggs.  Apparently, many of you 
had no problem making fun of my 
inexperience with FRS radios and 
my attempts to radio you.  For their 
rude behavior I was truly saddened, 
but I chose to forgive them. 
     Driving at or slightly below the 
speed limit afforded most of us the 
opportunity to enjoy the scenery and 
pass on our impressions through the 
radio as we took delight in the beau-
tiful surroundings.  Since safety was 
a primary concern, each one of us 
made it a priority to warn others of 
stray animals on the roadways and 
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shoulders.  Unfortunately, one of 
those warnings failed to reach one of 
the drivers, who subsequently ran 
over and dragged a poor opossum for 
some distance before letting it go to 
the buzzards.  But we can’ t fault this 
driver for the irresponsible behavior 
of the opossum, which got the pun-

ishment it so Richly deserved for 
crossing a highway without looking 
both ways first. 
     Rodel, our fearless PreZident, 
was driving his Z Roadster with his 
fiancé at his side.  His car was 
equipped with a film camera which 
was mounted right behind the seats.  
Rodel later moved the camera to the 
windshield.  Doug Bickford’s 300ZX 

TT was also equipped with a film 
camera but with a totally different 
setup. 
     I am happy to report that, unlike 
the previous cruise, nobody took the 
wrong turn, anywhere!  Our two 
high-risk points were the intersec-
tions of Highways 2769 and Lime 
Creek Road (no one drove to Lake 
Travis) and Lime Creek Road and 
Hwy 1431.  What people took more 

notice of than not taking the wrong 
turns was the turn someone didn’ t 
take.  Due to mysterious forces be-
yond our comprehension, in the tiny 
town of Maxdale (located at CR 220 
and Wolf Ridge Rd), one of our 
cruisers left the pack and drove his 

car off road.  Perhaps he was hoping 
to test its capabilities on more rugged 
terrain?  Rich reported that he 
“…saw the bottom of the car”  as it 
veered off the pavement.  Perhaps 
the driver of this vehicle got tired of 
our slow pace and decided to liven 
up his mood.  We are also happy to 
report that this driver’s 300ZX 
passed the off road test with “ flying”  
colors and with no damage. 
     I received a call from one of the 
elders of the town of Maxdale about 
a week after the cruise.  He said that 
in honor of this incident, and to show 
their appreciation for our passing 
through their town, the town inhabi-
tants, who mostly immigrated there 
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from New York city a century ago, 
have decided to name the aforemen-
tioned intersection “Maxdale Kuah-
nor” .  Wow!  We have left a mark on 
our state’s history, in more than one 
way. 
     Jasen left the pack at Rivers Bend 
Park to pick up his wife in Killeen.  
They met up with us later at the res-
taurant. 

     By the time we all arrived at Mar-
garita’s Restaurant, we were all hun-
gry.  It was a fine place to dine on a 
Saturday afternoon.  The food was 
very good, the servings were large, 
the atmosphere was perfect, and mar-
garitas flowed steadily from the bar 
to the patio.  Our group was seated 
exclusively on the covered patio 
which allowed us almost total pri-

vacy and enjoyment of the unusually 
dry southern breeze. 
     For those of you who couldn’ t 

make it, we don’ t know what you 
were thinking.  We hope to see you 
at the next cruise.  I promise to stay 
out of everyone’s way the next time. 
 
Lone Danger is an occasional con-
tributor and likes to hang out with 
the Capital Z of Texas Car Club.  
“ Lone Danger”  is the author’s nom 
de cyber. 

*Some of the author’s remarks in this article are purely facetious or 
sarcastic or fiction.  Some may be all of them.  All quotes by others 
are true.  
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Car: 
Pontiac Sunfire 
 

Descr iption: 
Some girl that had just purchased the 
car the day before thought she could 
take a turn at 60 MPH. Look closely, 
the car is balancing on a power line. 
 

Location: 
Ohio 
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he Coastal Bend Region Porsche Club of Amer-
ica hosted a two day drivers education event on 
May 22-23, 2004 at Cameron County Airport in 

Bay View, Texas. They invited members of the Texas Z 
clubs down to participate with them. 
     Several club members had talked about heading down 
for the event.  The two day event price was well under 
what other Driver’s Edge courses run for even a one day 
event.  For $60 we got two days on track in our own cars, 
with instructors available, and a 1.6 mile track on Satur-
day followed by a 2.1 mile course on Sunday. 
     With the weather clear, even if windy, Mark Hougland 
and I went down for a weekend of fun and high speed 
driving.  Due to an unfortunate event with my 240sx, I 
chose not to drive for the event, but rode down with Mark 
and played pit crew, event documenter, and general track 
help. 
     We left Round Rock on Friday evening around 5pm, 
after Mark spent the week getting his ’83 280zx Turbo 
running again.  He chose to tow his car down to the event 
with his Dodge truck instead of taking the chance on driv-

ing it and having a broken car on the way home.  Once 
out of Austin rush hour traffic we made good time down 
to South Padre Island, arriving around midnight.  
     After spending the night in the hotel, we made it out to 
the Cameron County Airport bright and early to tech the 
car and get ready for the driver’s meeting.  As with any 
automotive event I’ ve ever attended, the driver’s meeting 
was an hour late.  This was in part due to the mud and 
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water that was on the course, having seeped in over the 
night.  We had to wait for the county to show up and 
dredge the runway clear before we could begin. 
     The driver’s meeting was fairly short and standard, 
informing everyone of the flags and course policies, and 
splitting everyone up into three run/work groups.  Mark 
was in the second run group, but once assigned an instruc-
tor, as it was his first event with the CBPCA, he headed 
out on track with the first group for a few quick laps to 
get familiar with the course. 
     Despite it being a Porsche event, there was a good Nis-
san turnout with cars coming down from Corpus Christi, 
San Antonio, and Austin as well as some of the local 
folks.  A quick listing of Nissans on site:   
     One Datsun 1600 Roadster, one red 240z, two red 
280z’s, one blue 280z, Mark’s turbo 280zx, two S13 
240sx’s, one S14 240sx, three 350z’s; plus one 280z that 
showed up on Sunday and didn’ t race. 
     Saturday’s course was smaller, and pretty intense on 

both cars and drivers, causing several off track excursions 
and some minor vehicle damage.  Mark came in to the 
pits at one point with antifreeze dripping from a radiator 
hose that came loose, and before the end of the day had 
roasted one race tire and killed his blow off valve. 
     Others were even less fortunate, with one of the red 
280’s down from Corpus Christi getting airborne and 
bending body work and two wheels.  Thankfully the 
driver wasn’ t hurt, but it ended his weekend early.  Also 
going home early was Mark’s instructor, with damage to 
his ’76 Corvette. 
     The CBPCA ended the first day with a series of timed 
runs, followed by taking over the South Padre Island 
Brewery for beer and food, some of us continuing well 
into the night at a few of the island’s well known clubs. 
Mark decided before the timed runs that he had run 
enough for one day, and we packed up the car and headed 
for a little rest at the hotel before joining the Porsche guys 
for beer (and tequila).  
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     Sunday dawned much too early, and we missed Sun-
day’s driver’s meeting completely, making it up with 
some personal instruction from the event organizers. 
     With fewer cars on course, the drivers were split into 
only two run/work groups, and with a longer course were 
given more time per session, averaging 25 minutes per 
outing.  Sunday’s 2.1 Mile course was both longer and 
faster, with most cars reaching either top speed or 
130mph (whichever came first) before the end of the long 
straight. 
     This proved to be the downfall of one BMW driver, as 
he came into one section entirely too fast, going off-road 
and rolling the car.  Thankfully we were told that he came 
out of the incident fine, if shaken up, and our medical 
team was both quick and professional in getting to him 
and making sure the human  (i’d take out human as it im-
plies the other participants were in-human! replace w/ 
other) participants were all taken care of.  The car was 
less fortunate, requiring removal from the course on a 
flatbed wrecker. 
     Despite this incident, I chose to catch a ride with one 
of the PCA instructors in a fully race prepared Porsche 
944, making some quick laps of the course before one of 
the open wheel Formula cars broke down ending our ses-
sion much too soon. 
     Sunday again ended in timed runs, but with the turbo 
running a bit too hot, Mark again chose to skip them, 
packing things in and turning our tow vehicle north. 
     At the end of the day on Sunday there were a couple of 
other mechanical casualties in the Nissan camp, with two 
of the 350’s being towed out of the airport with transmis-
sion trouble. 
     Overall this was an excellent event, well run and well 
attended.  The next Coastal Bend PCA track event will be 
held in September, and I hope to be among the partici-
pants. 
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If you have any specific comments or questions about any of the ads, please contact the seller of 
the item directly.  If you would like to submit a classified ad, please go to our web site, click on 
the “Classifieds”  link, then go to the related section and submit the information requested. 
If there is a problem with an ad you have submitted or if you wish to change your ad’s description, 
please contact John Konakci at newZlettereditors@yahoo.com. 
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Original owner must sell because the garage won't hold this one and the new 
350Z. New alternator, battery, water pump, clutch master and slave cylinders, 
and timing belt in the last 100 miles, so there are no surprises. Hate to let it go, 
but I can't drive both cars. 
Contact Wayne A. Shirner at docwas@hot.rr.com or 254-933-7710 

113,000 original miles.  Gold and black 5 speed manual.  Very clean.  Straight 
body.  In Dallas, Texas. 
Contact Abbey Cardenas at 214-729-0301 (cell) or abcard@swbell.net  

1980 280ZX   $3,500 OBO 

1985 300ZX   $3,000 OBO 

Classified ads (Nissan- and Datsun-related items only please) 

are � � � �  for current members (in good standing). 

2003 350Z Tour ing   $27,500 Firm 
Approx. 8,000 miles.  Factory warranty.  5-spd automatic transmission, 17”  
alloy wheels, Xenon headlights, leather interior, power heated seats, all power 
accessories, A/C, Bose audio AM/FM/CD w/ 7 speakers, cruise control, trip 
computer, ABS/TCS, LSD, floor mats, splash guards, aluminum kick plates, 
trunk mat, tint & ID. 
Call David at 512-663-1141 or Rob at 210-274-3794 

50,000 mi, deep maroon, one owner, all original, always garaged, all power, 
air, alarm, black leather interior, black top, FM-AM and cassette, Multidisc 
changer( skips), 4-wheel ABS, power drivers seat alloy wheels. 
Only defects: parking lot dings on door edges. 
Contact Bob Peake at kabob35@cebridge.net or 936-967-0979 (day or night) 

1993 300ZX Conver tible   $17,000 OBO 
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Contact Sean Farrah at sfarrah@yahoo.com 
 
 

Brand New Factory Nissan Bra for  Z32   $80 OBO  
no 

picture 
available 
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Full Page 

$30 

Half Page 

$15 

Quarter  Page 

$8 

Business Card 

$5 

Other sizes are possible at the rate for the next higher size 

Classified ads are published free of charge for active club members 
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Published every two months by the Capital Z of Texas Car Club 

From Nissan Dealership:  1 slightly used stock 350Z wheel (front) 
MSRP $592.91             ASKING $150.00 

17”  x 7.5”  
Wheel was removed from a customer car due to wheel upgrade.  Wheel is in 
excellent condition with only a few hundred miles on it. 
Please contact Jorg Van Patten at 512-244-8520 or 800-371-8500 if interested. 

From Nissan Dealership:  1 slightly used stock 350Z wheel (rear ) 
MSRP $670.72             ASKING $150.00 

17”  x 8”  
Wheel was removed from a customer car due to wheel upgrade.  Wheel is in 
excellent condition with only a few hundred miles on it. 
Please contact Jorg Van Patten at 512-244-8520 or 800-371-8500 if interested. 

From Nissan Dealership: 3 slightly used stock 350Z wheels (front) 
for  Track model by Rays Engineer ing 
MSRP $1,430.12             ASKING $400.00 each 

18”  x 8”      Wheels are from a two returned customer vehicles.  In excellent 
condition with one having a very small, easily fixable cosmetic imperfection.  
Please contact Jorg Van Patten at 512-244-8520 or 800-371-8500 if interested. 
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One has curb rash, and there is some paint chipping.  Great solid track wheels. 
Contact Sean Farrah at sfarrah@yahoo.com 
 
 

17”  x 9.5”  OZ Monte Car los Wheels   $600 

Comes with yellow silicone connectors/reducers. 
Contact Sean Farrah at sfarrah@yahoo.com 
 
 

Hard Pipe K it for  Twin Turbo Z32   $200 


